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^ Eine  Escbes  CbajU. 

' \ - • r'i  ' ' $oS  2e6en86Uli  eluct  eblen  firou. 

jSgott;®r.  ?lboIf  Oemtlc!^  Sunbon,  S<iener=>'J?eurtabt. 

• / ’0i£  tear  majeftätifc^  gebaut,  Don  I^ol^er,  bobci  Doller 

fie  t)atte  einen  ebten  @efid)t»au»brurf  latb  große 
mübWiefenbe  Siugen.  2*^  t)o!^e  Stirne  tear  bon  einem 
-*■  glatten  „Sd^eitel"  umxaf)mt,  auf  beffen  Stbfalt  ^ur 
‘ ^^Sd^Iäfengegenb  ein  reicf)er  iperlenfraiij,  ba?  ,,3tiru= 
tuc^I",  an  €am§tagen  unb  fverertggen  glänzte.  3ln 
V'  -bieien  Jagen  ttug  bic  "Jrau  au<|^  fc^roere  feibene  5l(eibcr, 

• ein  feibene^  fSrufttud^  unb  5mei  tunftnoll  sifeliertc,  mit 
Gbelfteinen  befeßte  Cbrgebänge.  ,•  ■ 

‘ • . .-.Ja»  roar^blc  Jrac^t  ber  alten  jübifd^en  ipatri3ierin, 

'i  ':.  f®-'^^)<^)^^n.fie  im ’©ottcsfiaufe,  fo  emofing' fie  i^ix 
J *•'  ©äfte  unb  fo  faß,  fie  gur  Siedfjten  tf)re»  fatten  am 
■ ‘ 31n  Si'crftagcn  aber  gierte  bie  grbeitfaniv'v 

‘ ein  einfaefjes  ©etoanb.  Sie  locate  unb'  buE  felbft, 

teilte  bie  Speifen  ein  unb  feroiertc  fic‘ felbft,  gab  ben 
' fiinbern  5JJäfcbereien  ober  mebrte  il)rem  jugenMi-ben  Ueber* 
■'  -mut;-  babei  bitte  fie  ftet»  aud)  noeb  ^eit,  fid)  über  ben 
■■  ©ang  ber  ©efcljafte  gu  erfunbigen  unb  bic  Sorgen  beC’ 
©arten  mit  aufmunternbeu  ©orten  gu  oerfebeueben. 

Sine  fofebe  tnne  nteine  llrgroßmurtcr  oütte 
• 33enie-5.  Sie  mar  alä  eingige  Jodjter  in  moblbabc'n* 
.ben  J^erbältniffen ' aufgcmad>fen  uitb  braibte  febmere» 
t |©olb*  unb  Sifbergcfd)irr,  altertümlid)C ' ©iraitboleu  uub 
'JÜDpfad/cn,  SJieffing'  unb  ituofergerar,  i:amf^  mtF  Sei=‘ 
fcenflciber,  ©^äfebe  unb  Sd)imicf  in  großer  oiel 

^ 2)ü?bet  unb  .'öauSrat  uub  ein  gut  gebenbe»  ScbnUtmarcu' 
gefd;äft  in  fccr  bamal-5  bebenteubeu  §aubcbeftabt  '.J^robn 
in  bic  Sbe  mit.  Jg-5  mar  gu  jener  '3eit  ein  aufcbn= 
lidjer  'Diciidjtum,  unb  alö  ifjr  ©ott  einen  Sobn  gefdjcnft 
batte,  miiHte  er,  mie  alle  reidjen  Hiubcr,  fdioii  mit 
jungen  Sabren  in  alle  ©iffenc'gmeigc  ber  bebraifeben 
^beofagte  unb  .'ilafuiftit  bei  ben  erften  Jalmublebrcrn 


feinet  3^it\  eingefüf)rt  loerbcn.  ®r  b(ie6  eiitjige^ 
jtinb  unb  i^r  gan3i>5  Sinnen  unb  Jenfen  gefjörte  nur 

t^m.  , . ' ■ ■ ' 

* .3:enn  bie  SiebcnlaufgaOe  bet  frommen  jiibifdjen  ©aitin 
bem  ^benmm  oieie  Äinbct  ju  fc^enfen  unb  fie 
fo  äu  cr^ie^',  baß  )ic  „23 [gef alien  finben  bei  ^otr 
unb  ben  2iebenmenfd^en".  2Benn  aber  einer  iübifd;?n 
■f^rau  nur  ein  Äinb  befeuert  ift  bann  fennt  i§r  ganje-i 
■ §üfrten  unb  I'entcn,  i^r  ganjeil  öeben  unb  Streben 
nic^r»  anbere«?  at»  biefel  eine  ilinb.  33eint  ^rü^gebet, 
beim  3:ifd}gebet  unb  beim'  2[benbgcbet,  beint  Sid^tjunben 
unb  beim  Gbalotebmen,!)  furj  bei  af[en  ©etegenbeüen 
.bat  fie  nur  ba§l  .Stub  im  Sinne. 

^D-iefe§  einzige  ^nb,  Safmenteb  mit  2iamen,  mar 
unter  ber  fotgfamen  Wege  feiner  ©(tem  ju  einem  ‘ 
ftarfen,  gefunben  Jüngling  f;erangeroacbfcn  unb  ging 
eifrig  feinen  miffenfcb^iftlicbe«  Stubien  nac^i.  SCber.  mit 
-erroa  aebt^ebn  Sauren  mürbe  ber  funge  SJiann  urptog.^ 
lidb  t>on  einer  türfifebe^^  Äranfbeit  niebergeroorfen,  lag 
ntebrere  Jage  b^ai>urcb  in  'bobem  f^ieber,  fprad)  irr 
unb  roufete  nidbt'o  uon  ben  Totgängen  ringsum. 

> tarnen  fRolpbe^/-)  „@ut*3[ug^2[bfpred;crinnen''',  man 
betete  ']ßfa[men  in  affen  Synagogen  — 23robt)  batte  beten 
breiHig  — , man  fetnie  9Jiifd}naiot3)  unb  madjte  2Rifcbc= 
)berad/)  'aber  ber  junge  SJiann  Derblieb  in  einer 
;brennenben  ^ieberbibc  unb  bie  alten  &ute  jagten,  man 
muffe  S3[utege[  fteffen,  e§  fei  ein  £opftt)pbuS’. 

" (Sin  jünger  2[rgt  ber  SStener  Sd;ufe,  ber  ficb  gejabe 
bamaf»  im  Crte  nicbcrgefaffcn  batte,  crfaiuUe,  bab  ec- 
eine  QJebirnboutent3Ünbung  mar.  Jie  gute  jübifd;c3Jiutter 
fragte  nid}t  nad)  ber  3[rt  ber  Sranfbeit,  fie  mußte  nur, 
'bab  ibr  Äinb  in  £‘eben5gefa()r  fd;mcbte,  unb  badjtc  nad) 
attüberfiefertem  Sraud;e  an  einen  „böfen  33 [id"  ((^ut= 
2[ugb 

©6  gibt  gar  oiefc  foteber  Dieiber  unb  Raffet  unter 
ben,5DUtmenfcbeu,  bie  ce  nidjt  mitanfeben  fönnen,  menu 
irgenbmo  ein  ru^igco  .'^eim,  ein  ftUfcC'  ['»Hiid  blit[)t  unb 
gebeibt.  23ic  bie  efenben  23eftien  be-b  23a(be-5  geben 
biefc  teuf[ifd;en  C?>efta[ten,  fd)on  ooit  2iatiir  au-3  ge- 

')  SSorgeft^yebeneä  ‘ 2?erbtenncn  ciius-  Idiiituii.'?  oom  '3ab 
batbrote,  roobei  ein  3egcnäiptuif)  'cteia^n  mirb. 

-)  §einünitler,  mie  bie  alten  'i^aoet,  in  2L'ittIid)fcit  >tur> 
|>fufc^er.  _ _ ' 

3)  2Jlan  lie|t  ^bjebnitte  im  Xalmub  bebufs  ©enefung  bes 
Ätanfen.  _ 

■*)  ©5  roerben  beim  'JUtar  do:  ber  3{)0ta  3€genfotmeIn  3ur 
©enefung  bes  itranfen  gefproi)‘^n.  ■ « ■ 
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möf)nlid)  büftcr  unb  bunfcl  ausfcffcnb,  unter  ben  frieb== 
licbcnbcn  9JZenjd)en  um[)er  unb  fdjaucn  mit  giftiger  S(^el= 
fud;t  unb  2Jiißgunft  auf  alle,  bie  beffer  geartet  finb  alä 
fie.  23enn  jemanbem  ein  Üinb  mo^t  gebeizt,  menu  je' 
ntanbem-  ein  (^cfdjäft  gut  gerät,  menu  jemanb  belieot 
unb  ongefeI)cu,  roo[)lgcititen,  cf)rfam,  tüd)tig  unb  in= 
teüigcnt  i)t,  bonn  fommen  bie|e  ‘.^tjäucn  in  2Jienfd)en=' 
gejtait  unb  |trcucn  böjin  Somen  au5,  tommen  mit  l)in='. 
icriiftig  ftcdjenCem  «lid  beron  unb  molleit  burd) 
tf;re  biofjc  (^egenmort,  bie  olleg  (^utc  fern^ält  unb  Per=' 
fd)cud)t,  bem  törooen  ben  mü^fom  errungenen  "Gla^.  in 
(Lottes  fonniger  2?atur  burd)  it)rcn  §afe  unb  9Jeib  per- 
gäUen  ober  gar  enfreißen.  . 

Unb  bie  rromme  ^rau  eilte  in  bas  @ottesf)aus  unb 
marf  fieü  jommernb  uor  ben  2[Itar  ber  „SUten-St^uI". 
Jort  fc^üttete  fie  i^r  jc^meres  Iterg  Por  (^ott  aus,  oenn  ' 
i^re  große  Glaubens ftärfe  gab  ißr  bab  ridjtige  (Se^ . 
füf)[  ein,  baß  ed  nur  Öott  alfein  Porbeßalten  bleibt^ 
ben  Unfd)ulbDoIIen  3u  beftßüßen.  . , . 

Sieb-  Scßloime  Slüger  mar  einer  ber  bebeutenbften 
Planner  feiner  ^eit.  2?tcßt  nur  alä  Srobper  SRaggib,»)  ' 

_ fonbern  als  eine  ßeroorragenbe  tafmubifeße  örößc  ^tte  ■ 
er  einen  oolltlingcnben  23eltruf.  ^n  törobp  ober  nennt  - 
, jeber  aueß  ßeute  nod)  feinen  ykmen  mit  gang  befon*'  5- 
berer  (Sßxfurtßt.  w,'-.  j • 

Jieier  bebcutfame  @cle[)ttc  pflegte  gemäß  ben Seßr-'" 
fprücßen  unfercr  2Beifen  eine  f^rou  nidjf  gngubliden, 
unb  er  ßaite  fogar  ben  23efef)[  gegeben,  baß  bet  feinem  t 
äeießenbegängnüfe  fein  23eib  ben  .3ug  begleiten,  ober  •'" 
fieß  auy  ocr  Stroße  bfiden  [offen  bürfe. - ./v, . • 

23ie  aber  fHobbi  Sdjloime  klüger  im  füaßnien  feiner  ' 
•^ür  ftanb  unb  bi^majeftötifeße  Qleßalt  ber  Sütte  ,23enie^ 
DcrßüIIt  unb  in  Scßfiüßjen  aufgclöft  ßeronfommen  faß*' 
rief  er  bie  grau  mit  bem  inftinftioen  ^npe  be^  eblen, 
mitfüßfenbe-n  .Itcrgend  ßei^u:  ' \ ^ 

„iSalboßte,«}  fommt  ßerein  unb  laßt  mieß  an  ©Prem 
Seßmerge  Hnteü  neßmen.'"  ^ . 

„Siebbe!"  (Sin  gommerruf,  fo  bureßbringenb  unb'.-  ■ 
crid)üilernb,  mie  menn  einer  Söroin  bo»  gunge  getaubt  . 
mirb,  mar  bie  STntmort.  So  feßreit  ba»  gebroeßene  .i^erj  ' ’ 
einer  jübifeßen  5Wutter,  menu  fie  ißr  fiinb  iu  Sebent.',-' 
gefaßt-  meiß.  Jer  gange,  oor  ber  Umgebung  forgfom  gu*  ---\ 

“ * * • ' -Z  ' 

• ®)  ©cleßrlcr,  [^öngeiftiger  ‘Rctmer.  < s-..- ' ; ! ' . , • .i  " 

Äousfrau. .: . ■ •'.  •V-  vv  . . ■ - , 
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rücfge^aftene  3cf)imerä>  bag  namenfofe  SBe^,  in  fc^Iaffofcn 
'9iäc§ten  unb  bitteren  2:agen  genährt,  font  in  einem 
einzigen,  ntarferfc^utternbcn  Siuf  äum  SiuSbrucf.  3ie 
lief  fic^  out  angebotenen  3e)ief  nieber  unb  ein 
iangcg,  I)eftigeg  ermatteten  i?ör=' 

tier  erbittern. 

• . • ^Der  ebte  2Jlann  liefe;  bie.^rou  rufeig  ougmetnen. 

■ •.  ,,iRebbe,  mein  einjigeg  Sinb,  mein  Salmcnteb,  ift 
' fd^mcr front !"  - ' ' - i / 

^5>er  Srobfeer  9D?aggib  tannte  3d)Ioime  Satmen.  6r 
- ' feattc  ifen  oft  unter  ben  Sifrigfecn  beim  Xotmubftubium 
, gefefeen  unb  mar  mit  ifem  fogar  einigemal  meOfeatpcF) 
L’  getoefcn.  ©r  fannteifeit  oucfe  irt'»  fröftigen -Süngling,  beffen 
junge  5R;atur  einer  ferneren  ft'ronf^eit  [tanbfeatten  tonnte. 
„(Sr  trbftete  bie  oufgeregte  SKutter.  ” • ' 

: ■ ,,^ott  mirb  feelfen,  oerjagt  nicfet  unb  bringt  mit 
' nße§,  nwg  (Surein  Äinbe  gefeört,  feiefeer;  abet  audfe  all  eg, 
..  nidfetg  bürft  Sfer  §urii(ftaifen.  ^tfeg  pacEt  in  einen  £offer 
iinb  bringt  eg  mir  felbft.  SBenn  ober  (Suer  ^inb  mit 
"’■^otteg  |)itfe  miebet  gefunb  mirb,  bann  tönnt  3fer  atfeg 
„ juritcffaufen." 

SBie'  ein  3tein  roar  eg  nom  Serben  ber  frommen 
f^tau  'gefaften.  ^3^enn  fie  mufete,  mag  &g  ju  bebeuten 
^tte,  menn  ber  SKaggib  mit  einem  iBeibe  fpralfe, 

■ unb  menn  er  aucfe  nocfe-  einen  fotcfeen  9iat  gab,  bann 
•'  lag  etroag  SBefonbcreg  barin.  Sie  featte  bag  (^jcfiifef,  mie 
menn  burrf)  bag  btofee  SBort  beg  (^ottegmanneg  iferem 
Äinbe  fcfeon  bie  feafbe  (55enefung  gefifeenft  mürbe,  unb 
V begfealb  ei(te  fie  gerabeaug  nai^  Saufe,  tümmerte  fidfe 
gar  nicfet  urn  bie  ^rantenroarterhi,  bie  falte  2:ücfeer  auf 
ben  ^opf  beg  Äeibenben  legte,  fonbern  ging  in  ein  9tebem 
jimmer  unb  pacfte  affeg,  mog  fie  unb  ifer  9Jiann  bem 
ehijigen  fiinbe  feit  Saferen  gcfauft ' featten,  in  einen 
" grofeen.  Äoffer  unb  trug  ifen  fclbft,  feucfeenb  unter  ber 
^ft,  jüm  geteferten  9iobbi.  , , 

> ' Siefer  nafem  alfeg  feeroug  unb  .befi(fetigtc  eg  genau, 
~ bie  fcfeone  SBäfifee  unb  bic  teuren  5lu5Üge,  bic  feibenen 
" unb  Stoffüberfleiber  (33efefcfec),  bcn  teuren  ^cl§,  bie  Süte 
, • unb  Sdfeufee,  bie  golbene  Ufer  fomt  .Sette,  bie  nocfe  ein 
. SarmijioafegefcfeenP)  moren,  unb  niefe  anbere  Soft= 
barfeiten  unb  ÜBertfacfeen.  ' . . . 

• '•  „Sft  bog  all  eg?"  > \ v. 

3”  gelehrte  Disputation  einlajfen. 

*)  (5ef(benf  bei  (Erreichung  bes  13.  fiebensjahres  '(ftonfir» 
motion).  , 
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• ✓ 
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. „Sllleg,  mag  meinem  teuren  Salmenfcb  gi’feört,  olleg 
big  auf  bog  §emb,  mit  bem  er  im'  Sette  liegt." 

„So  gefect  rufeig  nocfe  |wmfe,  oertraut  auf  (Sott  unb 
er  mirb  ßuefe  feelfen."  , . 

SBäferenb  bie  3}?uttcr  beim  Diobbi  mcilte,  mor  ber 
Sater,_  ber  eg  nur  mit  bem  3lufgebot  oller  Sröfte  im 
(Sefefeäfte  augfeiclt  ;■ — über  bie  ,^'amilic  mufele  jo  leben 
gum  leibcnben  Sinbe  geeilt.  J'ie  SBärterin  fofe  alldn 
beim  Seite  unb  melbete,  bafe  ber  Sranfe  fdfelofe. 

- ^er  Skater  fifeicfte  fie  feinaug. 

ßr  trat  ang  Sett,  bliefte  tief  ouffeufsenb  nocfe  bem 
Scfelofenben,  ber  in  feofeem  lieber  balag,.  bann  fefeie 
er  fiefe  nieber  unb  begönn  in  einem  grofeen  Suefee  leife 
3U  beten,  .^mmermtefer  featte  er  9)iüfee,  bog  Sluffdfeludfegen 
gurürfjufeolten,  ol_g  er  aber  bog  3:manje  2Cppe®)  fogte 
unb  oug  ben  3tufonggbucfeftaben  ber  Serfe  ben  9?omen 
beg  Sranfen  gufommenfefete,  um  feine  ©cnefung  ju  for* 
bern,  ba  löfte  fiefe  ein  Xränenftrom  aug  bem  lange 
Oerborgenen  Sefemer^  unb  Slimmer,  unb  beibe  §änbe 
Oor  bem  (Sefiefete,  fafe  er  lange  ftill  meinenb  oor  bem 
Sette  beg  feferneratmenben  ^ieberfronfen. 

2ier  jübifefee  Sater  liebt  fein  Sinb  mit  berfelben  !^r^ 
liefefeit  unb  Snnigfeit,  mie  bie  Jübifefee  Sliutter,  aber 
er -geigt  eg  nicfet  bem  Si^.  (Sr  mill  fein  Sinb  gum- 
tü(fetigen  3)?enfdfeen  feeronbilben  unb  meife,  bafe  ein  0Jaefe* 

' geben  ber  finblicfeen  Sfounen  bem  [päteren  f^ortfPmmcn 
nmfeteüig  ift;  begfealb  bämmt  er  bie  finbifefeen  Xriebe 
früfegeitig  ein.  ,>  • 

Slber  unter  ber  fefeeinbaren  Strenge  oerbirgt  fiefe 
eben  bie  mafere  Siebe  gum'  Sinbe.  5I)enn  mcil  ber  jübi* 
f^e  Sater  nur  bog  (^ute  feiner  Sinber  mill,  ergiefet  er 
fie  gur  ^flicfet  unb  gum'  ßJe^rfom  unb  feine  unter  einem 
fefe einbar  emften  unb  ftrengen  Slief,  unter  ßrmofepun'' 
gen  unb  3)rofeungen  fcfelummembe  Siebe  fomml  erffc  bonu' 
gang  unb  Poll  gum^  Slug&rucf,  menn  er  fein  Sinb  leiben 
ober  feilflog  fiefet.  aber  fiefert  bie  Siebe  beg  jübi* 
frf)en  Soterg,  bie  fonft  oerborgen  fcfecint,  imimer  mefer^- 
burefe  unb  „mirb  gu  einem'  feeißen'  unb  glüfeenben  Strom,* 
menn  er  fein  Sinb  in  (Sefafer  fiefet.  ' 

Sange  fafe  Safmenlcbg'  Soter  ftümm  beim  Sette 
feineg  Äinbeg  unb  ,betraifetete  mefemiltig'  bog  gerötete 
©cfii^l  unb  bie  feuefeenbe  Sruft  beg  Seibenben.  ' • • 

Sein  SJiitfüfelen  Ocrbicfetetc  fiefe  gu  einem  ftill*innigeit 
©ebet.  . . ..  . 


®)  5p[Qlm  119,  Seisorbnung  nocfe  bem  feebröif^cn  ?Tlpfeobet. 
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■ bir  bror>t,  foft  mir  gufommen;  mm5  bir 

' 3c^(ec^te§  beftimmt  ift,  ne^mc  auf  mic^:  mein 
gan^eä  ßebeit  für  bcine  ©cfunbffeU.  ©rbörc  mein  A-Ieficn, 
einziger  @ott!"  • , ' 

Unb  nac^  biefen  SSortcn  §og  er  Sc^u^c  uub  Cber- 
fleiber  oui^,  legte  fic^i  l^art  an  ben  Äronfcn  unb  fprac^ 
laut  bie  tjebräifc^en  Sä^e: 

. meffe  mi4  au^  für  meinen  2o^n. 

' Söenn  ürm  ein  Uebcl  befeuert  ift,  fo  ertöfe  id^  ibu  baüon. 
SKeinen  Seib  für  feinen  Sei-b,  mein  Seben  für  fein  Seben." 

®a  trat  Sütte  Seni^'  inl  3ie  fjattc. 

bereit?  erfannt,  ba§,  itjr  SJZaun  ba?  Seine  getan  i)at, 
mic  fie  ba?  ^bfe.  fie  febmiegen  beibe,  roei^felten 
nur  ftumme  Slide  unb  batten  einanber  üerftanben. 

' Salmenleb  .fdblief  fange,  fe^r  fange,  einen  gan5en 
. , Xag  ijnb  eine  ganje  5«a:bjt  bauerte  biefer  Sebfaf.  Xie  ' 
/ üiefen  .^yeiffünftfer  batten  fi:b  Won  fängft  roeggefcbficben 
- ünb  nur  ber  junge  SSiener  Sfrjt,  ber  ficb  in  biefer 
- fernen  gafijif^en  ©renjftabt  ni:bergefaffen  bat,  crfibien 
äJneimat  täglidbi  am  Äranfenfager. 

@r  batte  bafb  erfannt,  baß,  biefer  erquiefenbe  Sebfaf 
bem  Stbtnerfranfen  bie  (^nefung  bringen  inerbe,  unb 
nad>  bem  .SSieberermacbeu  mar  ba?  f^ieber  nabesu  ge- 
febnni^en.  2ff?  ber  3fr^t  erfebien  unb  b:n  jungen  SJiann 
unterfudjte,  fonnte  er  ben  beforgten  Gftern  noff  ^reube 
mt  ©efiibie  fagen,  ba§.  jebe  emfte  öefabt  notuber  fei 
unb  bie  fräftige  Statur  be?  jungen  Körper?  bie  ilranf- 
beit  in  Säfbe  befiegen  merbe. 

. 3Jiutter  a‘ber  baebte,  ba§  ber  gotte?fürd)tige 

ÜKaggib  gef;offen  babe,  unb  ber  Sater  batte  ba-5  öefübf, 
ba§  @ott  im‘  |)immet  fein  f^feben  erhörte  unb  er  nun 
barauf  gefaßt  fein  muffe,  fein  Seben  bafb  für. ba?  feine? 
mnbe?  bergugeben. 

Safmenfeb  mürbe  unter  ber  forgfamen  fpffege  feiner 
uRuiter  rafdb  ttneber  f;ergeftefft  unb  entmidefte  fidf  immer 
mebr  gu  einem  großen  unö  ftarfen  9Rann.  ßr  befcf)äftigte 
fidq  niebt  mebr  mit  ben  tafmubifeben  'JSiffenfdjafteu 

mit  ber  Seit  aud)  in  ba? 
große  tSefdbüft  feine?  Soter?  ein§ufebcn  begonnen  unb 
lutbie  ^übfung  mit  ben  großen  Säufern  feine?  ©efdäft?- 
groeigev?  im  3n-  unb  Smjfanbe  gu  geminnen. 

’v  f '3cit  einer  ber  größten  San- 

befspfabe  ber  SlRonartbie.  S?  betefebte  freier  . Sanbef?^ 
^riebr  mit  fRußfanb,  Srobper  .fiauffeute  roaren  rege 
Seiucber  ber  ^cipjiger  iUieffe,  fauftcu  in  aRand>efter, 

, in  Sioerpoof  uub  roareu  auf  affen  anber'en  SBeftbanbef?- 
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pfaßen  gerne  gefeben.  Safmenfeb  batte  af?  faum  gman- 
^gjäbriger  Süngfing  mit  feinem  bureß  bie  tafmubifdien 
^ifsipfinen  gcfd’ärften  öeift  affe  Sanbefsmiffenf^aften 
^ ra)d)  erfaßt  unb  im  @efdjäfte  p oerroerten  oerftanböi, 
er  gemann  fogar  fangfam'  ba?  Vertrauen  ganj  großer 
Äourböufer  unb  mürbe  trog  feiner  Sugenb  .überoff  gern 
gepört  unb  nid}t  feften  oud)  ju  IRate  gc5ogen,  menn  gc- 
meinfame  ^ntereffen  5U  Oertreten  moren. 

3^it  ^itofg^bfidten  bie  Sftern  ouf  ben  ibnen  mie- 
bergeid^enfien  -cobn,  unb  fdjon  begonn  man  ißm  fßar- 
tien  au?  reidjen  Säufern  oorjufdbfagen  — ba  erfranftc' 
«afmenlg?  Sater,  ein  .^abr  nad)  ber  ©enefung  feine? 
Äinbe-o.  e?  mar  eine  fd)roerc,  tüdifebe  unb  furjetranf- 
beit  unb  nach  einer  tiefen  Semußtfofigfeit  oon  brei 
Xagen  mar  ber  frafrooffe  fKann  tot,  of}ne  baß  bie  Ur- 
fadpe-bes  jäben  Snbe?  feftgeftefft  merben  fonnte. 

torn  mmr  bie  Xrauermod>e  Oorüber,  bo  eifte  bie 
junge  SBitme,  in  Scbnier^  oufgeföft,  sum  SRaggib.  Sange' 
fpradj  ]ie  mit  ibni  unb  er§äbfte  ibm  audb,  ma?  fie 
an  jenem  Sage,  an  bem  fie  bie  ^feiber  unb  fofc-  ' 
feiten  ibrc?  Ätnbe?  meggefebenft  batte,  bei  ihrer  fRüd-  ’ 
fünft  gefeben  habe.  ' - 

^ „Guer  ^inb  mirb  gefunb  bfeiben,  nebtnl  nun  bie  ' 
halben  mieber  §urüd  unb  besabft  ben  mabren  2Bert, 
feinen  etfberfreu^r  meniger^  fagte  ber  ebrmürbige 
-IRann,  unb  norbb^  er  affe?  genau  abgef<bä|t' hotte,’'' 
audb  bie  ffeinfte  tfeinigfeü,  bamit  bie  ktmeye  ja  - 

9aJ  er  nai^  Gntgegennabme . be?  ' 
©efbe?  ben  ßoner  famt  feinem  foftbaren  Snbaft  gurüd. 

^ für  fein  tinb  ou?gemeffen: 

Sc  S3en-So£bibio)  oom  SofS  erlöfeti 

Siefe  SBorte  erleidbterten  ben  Sdbmcrj  bef  'ormen  ■ 
|rou  ein  menig;  aber  Oon  biefern!  Sage  an  m or  ein  , 
bitterer  Grnft  in  tbrem  fdbönen  ©cfidbte  ou?geprägt  unb 

^roegen  fönnen.  So?'  bunffeSBiüoen^  " 
gemonb  bfteb  ihte  emsige  Sro<h^.  v ' - 


* .* 


öön  oiefen  begehrte,  ftaft- 
fidjc  unb  teidjc  gSirroe  ftiff  unb  surüdgesogen  nur  für 
if/r  if  in  b unb  ubcrficß  ba?  große  ©efebäft  ihrem’  Sal- 
menfeb,  ber,  oon  sahfreidben.  ©ebiffen  unterftü|t,  cinen^ 


>“)  einjiger  So'^n. 
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teid^en  Äunbcnfrci§  ^ufrkbcn^uftellen  iDUßtc.  Ta  fom  - 
bte  l3cit  l^ran,  ido'  fc!cr  junge  5D?ann  ein  5öf,ätwf)en  jgefunben 
' . ^ötte,  btt!»  et  für  mürbig  |ieft,  ju  feinet  Sebenggefä^ttin 

ju  intac^en. 

■ • toar  in  fromwen  jübift^en  Säufern  bumaf§  — 

^ - unb  teütoeife  ai^  noc^  :^cute  — nid^t  Sitte,' baß,  ein 

junger  3JZann  ein  5D?äbd^en  o!^neroeiter§'  fennen  rernen 
, • ' ' unb  bann  bei  i|ren  (Sttern  unt  fie  merben  burfte. 

’ : ’■  gob  feinen  torfo,  mo  man  fid^i  gegenfeitig  antäc^etn 

' " unb  anfbred^en  unb  leßtcn  ®nbe^  Dieiieid^t  au^  nä^er 

* -fennen  unb  Heben  lernen  fonnte.  gab  feine- Sät  ie 

i 'l  • unb  feine  f^fefte  [üt  bu§l  junge  33oIf  junt  Stultobcn  unb 

flirten.  SSenn  junge  SRäbc^en  tanjen  fernen  molltcn, 

• bann  formten  fie  elfen  nur  mieber  mit  SRöbs^en  tan§en, 

■ ' ■ unb  fromme  junge  SRänner  tankten  ilberfiaupt  nü^t, 

• • eä  märe  benn  bei  ganj  beftimmten  ©efegenfjeiten,  unb 

' V • ■ • ba  toor  e^‘  ein  Supfen,  bem'  Termifd^tanj  ä^ntii^, reine 

J \ ' SSer^üdfung,  faft  mie  eine  gotte^bienfttii^e  Uebung. 

- gab  aud^  feine  gemeinfamen  Stulflüge  unb  feine  ^eim=> 

ticken  Trefforte,  too  bie  erften  33erfud^e  einer  ?fnnäfe=' 

, V rung  begannen,  e§  gab  fein  Tenni»fpief,  fein  Sfitaufen 

, ; - r unb  fRobefn,  feinen  Sc^roimin^  unb  fRubetfport,  fein 

" fRabfal^fen  unb  feine  3fergtourcn,  ja  nic^t  einmaf  im 

. ^ Äaffeel^aufe  .fonnten  fid^  bie  jungen  Seute  treffen,  unb 

. man  lebte  babei  audj  ganj  gut  unb  juftiebener  af§ 

. feute.  betrfd^te  eben  ftreng^fittfame  öot 

V.,  " ber  Gfje  ^aben  bie  SDläbd^en  außer  i^ten  Stübern  feine 

- jungen  Scanner  gefannt,  ßaben  fieß  auf  ber  ^affc  nie 
utit  einem  9Ranne  bfiefen  laffcn  unb  mürben  jumeift 
Hv  . - audj  Oom  ^eaterbefuefj:  ferngeßalten. 

Cb  bie^  ßeiffam  ober  für  ba§  foäterc  Seben  för=» 
o berfid^  ifi,  jourbe  nid^t  gefragt.  Sebenfatfl^  ßat  e»  ben 
^Räbt^en  nießt  gefeßabet,  benn  fie  mürben  affe  tücfjtige 
unb  braoe  Hausfrauen,  bie  baä  Hau§mefen  unb  bie 
Äinber  betreuten,  aber  für  Somtnerfrifefjen  unb  Sar§, 
Sbn^ette  unb  Söffe  feinen  Sinn  f/gtten. 

2Benn  nun  Salmenfeb  im  ©efcßäfte  aucf>  {grauen, 
bie  ni(f)t  feften  ißte  Töcßter  fei  ber  'ifu^mafjf  ber  Stoffe 
mitnaßmen,  3U  feinen  ßunben  säßtte,  fo  mar  ißm  bei 
ber  angeborenen  Südfjrigfcit  nie  in  ben  Sinn  gefommen, 

J biefc  iOZäbcf’en  ju  muftern  unb  iß;ren  Siirfen  ju  begeg=> 
^nen.  Tennoeß  trug  fieß  §u,  baß  eine  3D?uttcr  mit 
i^rer  To^ter  ins  @efd;äft  fant  unb  Safmenteb  au§ 
ber  2Baf)[  bes-  5!Rufter§,  ben  fragen  unb  SBünfdjen  be» 
2Räbcf)en§  aufmerffamer  af»  fonft  mürbe;  fein  Serfeßr 
mit  ben  großen  Äauff^äufern  fjattc  ißm  aueß.  trog-  ber 


• ' jofn^jübif^en  Tracht  etmo^  meftrnännifcfien  Sebfiff 

®ef4öftigfeit  unb  ba§  (Sntgegenfoml 

men  be^  fd^onen  jungen  S!Ranne§  entgingen  aueb  bem 

juemanbet  fHeben,_  jueinanber  gegoren.  9?ur  für  einen 
foment  morfjten  jicg  bie  Sfidfe  getroffen,  aber  qfeidg 
tmeber  gejenft  gaben.  ^ ^ 

••  «egriR^  aU  gebifbet.  Tenn  igt  Sätet 

• lieg  eifrig  mit  bem  Stubium  ber 'Sgifo= 

• ' Jeine  ^inber  beutfdge 

Sueger  lafen,  ma^?  m frommen  Säufern , oerpönt  unb 

: • oen  Tolmubjungern  unbebingt  Perboten  mar. 

% 1 tourben  notg  immer  Sortien  in  großer 

. ^ Porgeftgtagen,  aber  unter  off  ben  SRöbegen  befanb 

• • lenf  ^Ralcgen,  bag  igmf  fo  pfößfitg  in  ben 

-■  ' ?-  ?■!  nteiftbefegöftigte  Segabegen 

örobp,  ber  afte  ßgaim,  mar  aueg:  im  Saufe 
tinber,  aber  menig  @efb  gab',  ein 
' - ' baß.SRal^en  mit  igren 

a^tjegn  magren  noeg  oon  feiner  Heirat  miffen  moffte,  unb 
bie  emtg  öbmeiienben  Sefegeibe,  bie' ig'm  ber  etma  smek 
•'  Safmenfeb  ftetg  gab,  braegten  ben 

praftifdgen  9Rann  auf  ben  ÜJebonfen,  biefe  jrnei  öeute 
p ■vereinigen,  gg  ift  bie  gäbe  erfagrenJr  Ce,  1 

; ^ “afba^Sige“”  *“ 

- ' ^ ^ Houfe  dgajeg  gatte  man  gegen  ben  tüdgtiqen 

unb  Jkebiamen  Kaufmann,  ber  fojufagen  fegon  auf  eiqe- 
rffpn  Itont),  nicgl^  einjumenben,  am  menigften  2RaH 

innetfi^  barüber  mun- 

• ^ feine  öebanfw 

^ ftgicfte  ign  mit  ben  SBorten  ju  feiner  2Rutter: 

■ ' //Sdg  fage  nidgt  nein." 

'■  ^‘ver  2Rutter  3U  reben, 

IT  ’“9te.  Sötte  Senteg  gatte 

• , nodf  nicgt  ben  Segmerj  über  ben  Serfuft  tgreg  öatten 

•'  Vjeftgen  ißreig  er  pbn 

- -9^9angett  mar,  unb  nun  fügfte  fie,  baß  ein 

' ''  gefixte  ^inb  rauben  moffte. 

' l^tuerhcg  objagen  Knnen,  beim  bog 

■'  öornegmem  Soufe,  bie  Todgter 

■ bfe  ©efegrien  ^bragum  Hirfcg'  Ggajeg,  beffen  Sfuffäßc 
übet  fRefigtonspgi(o|opgie  feiber  nicgt  ber  Ceffentfidjfeit 
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übergeben,  aber  im  engen  Greife  feiner  jünger  mir  sBe^» 
munfcerung  gefjöri  unb  meiierncrbreüet  mürben. 

Xiefes  (iiefütl  ber  i>Jiurter  aber,  baß  ba§  iöiäbtfien 
i^r  bic  Siebe  be5  dnsigen  Minbes  geraubt  Ijot,  bilbcie  . ' 
fief)  in  bem  non  Sd^merj  3crroüf;Iten  Serben  ber  ein^»  • . , ' 

famen  f^rau  ^n  einem  i^'fremben  gegenüber  ber  2d^mie= 
gertodjter  au:?,  bie  biefe»  üiefü]^!  als  f^inbft^aft  auf** 
faßte  unb  unliebfam  empfanb.  3115  bie  junge  'jrau  nad) 
ber  glän^cnbcn  .^odp^eitefeier,  bei  ber  Sütte  iSenies  nur  - 
immerfort  meinte,  in»  §au5  be»  SDianne»  gezogen  mor, 

Perft^ärfie  fid)  noc^  biefe  cigenortige  Sponnung,  bie 
ber  junge  (Seemann  moI;I  merfte,  aber,  mieber^^olt  oer=  - \ 

mittelnb,  nie  befeitigen  fonnte.  . - ' 

fenne  meinen  3almenleb  nidjt  met)r,"  ^örte 
man  bie  gute  ^rau  oft  fagen. 

Tenn  mit  2)iad|t  ^ießt  bk  Statur  ben  iWgnn  ^um  ‘ 

USeibe  ]^in,  bo5  er  fid)  ermät)Ir,  unb  bie  Siebe  gu  ben  . ' . 

. SItern  tritt  gurürf  fjinter  einem  neuen,  unerflärlid)en  • ^ 

Triebe,  ber  aui^  beim  25>cibc  frü^  ermadjt,  ober  gu  einem  ' 

unoueLöjt^Iic^en  ^euer  entflammt,  menu  e5  ÜKutter  ge*  " 

roorben.  fiein  ö]^nlid)e5  ©mpjinbcn  fennt  bie  9Zaiur,  mie 

bic  Siebe  ber  9J?uttcr  gu  it)ren  Äinbern  — unb  eine  ' ' 

^rau,  bie  ben  eblert  Seruf  ber  SKuiter  oolf  erfaßt  unb  ' . ' 

fid)  biefer  eri^abenen  ipflid)t  mit  .^ingebung  gemibmet 

^ai,  fann  niemals  it)rem  ©alten  untreu  merben,  benn 

fie  füf)Ii  fit^  ein»  mit  i^m., , . . ' . ' 

^a»  erfte  Äinb  in  ber  5^e  SalmenlebJ  mar  ein  ’ ■ 
nieblid^c»  Möbc^en,  unb  Sütte  iSenks  roibmete  nunmel)r 
bkfem  Äinbc  i^re  gange  Stufopferung,  inbem  fie  in  ber 
Siebe  gu  biefem  ©nterf  i!^ren  gongen  oerft^toffenen  - ' - . 

St^merg  ber  Ie|:..ten  Sotire  gu  erftiden  fud^te.  SttS  i^re  • 
Hd^miegertoc^ter  nac^  groeijä^riger  g^e  aud^  not^  einen  . - 

ÄOl^n  gebar,  • ber  ben  92amen  i^reS  früf)Oerftorbenen  . ' • 

, ©atten  erhielt,  ba  mar  bie  gute  Sütte  beinal^  mieber  - • 

^ 10  glüdlid),  mk  einft  guoor  unb  füßte  fogar  if)rc  Sdirok*  . , 

gerioe^ter,  roa»  fie  feit  bem  Äuß,  unter  bem  Traubimmel  ' ' 

md}t^geton  ^attc.  __  - ' / 

.üüttc  35enieS  mor  gu  neuem  Seben  ermad^t.  3k  ' 

patte  groei  Sinber  ben  gangen  Tag  gu  betreuen,  fie  i^atte  : 

ein  großes  feousmefen  gu  oerfe^en  unb  3oImcnIeb  mollte  ' 

nur  effen,  menn  feine  JKuttcr  gefotzt  ^otte.  TaS  mor 
nmürlic^  neuer  Stoff  ^u  Unftimmigfeiten  gmifeben 
^/'it^nur''.  Stber  bo»  ift  nun  einraat 
bie  b'Otge  eines  So^rl^unbcrte  mä^renben  ©ettftreiteS, 
ber  im'  jübift^cn  ^ouemefen  mobl  nie  ouf^ören  mirb. 

■v3mmcr  mieber  gibt  es  g^epoare,  bei  benen  bic  2Ruttei'  : 

•V  . ^ ‘ ^ ’ J J-. 
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fceS  fDianneS  if)re  otten  Tage  oerbringt,  unb  immer 
• ' ' mieber  entbrennt  ber  groifdten  ber  gemefenen  unb 

• ' . ber  jeß^igen  §ou»fraü,  ber  ftetS  mit  einem  9Jac^geben  ber 

i alten  ^rau  enben  mu§,  roeü  ber  3DZann  mof)[  feine 

Ir  \ 3)iuttcr  in  Sd)uß  nimmt,  aber  am  gnbe  bod^  bk  eigene 
f^rau  lieb  f)ot.  Tie  alte  SJiutter  fü^lt  fi;:ß  mie  eine  ent* 

- thronte  |terrfd;erin.  SSo  fie  frülier  tonongebenb  unb  be* 

. ■ , . fc^lenb  mar,  mo  fie  frütier  gef;^altet  unb  gemattet  1f)at, 

*_  ift  eine  junge  Siegentin  eingegogen,  unb  mie  ber  ©inter 
' ■ , bem  Sommer,  bie  ftälte  ber  ©ärftte  meid)en  muß,  fo 

ift  bk  natürliche  f^olge  im  ©ettftreit  gmifeßen  Schmie* 

^ ■ germutter  unb  Schmiegertochter,  baß  biefe  fkgen  muß, 
y ■ utenn  fie  aud)i  jene  f^ähigteiten  befißt,  bk  üon  einer 
. guten  |>ou»frau  oerlongt  merben  fönnen.  Sefißt  fie 

..  ^aber  biefe  fjähigteiten,  inSbefonbere  auch  bie  nötige  gin* 

. ."'ficht  unb  boS  nötige  ©efühf/  bann  mirb  fie  auch 

• _ mit  ihrer  Schmkgennutter  auf  gutem  flruße  leben  unb 

; . ben  etroo  entftehenben  3mift^  ber  roohl,  mie  bie  9iaturer* 

. . f<hcinung  eine»  ©emitters,  nid/t  gang  gu  Perhinbern  ift 

; • ' unb  ab  unb  gu  auSbrechen  muf,  burch  Sllugheit  unb 

' ' entfprechenbe  Stbleitung  barmloS  unb  unf^dbli^  gu 

■ ' machen  miffen.  ' ^ 

^ ' ToS  Sd;idfal  fügte  e»  aber,  baß  Sütte  33enkS 

allmählich  baS  gange  iRcgiment  im  SouSroefen  an  fich 
0?5ogen  hat.  Ta»  Schnittmarengefchäft,  baS  jebent  ©e* 

- ' fchmad  entgegengufommen  oerftanb,  befam  immer  mehr 

. ■ 3u)btPdh^  unb  nahm  boS  junge  gheßaar  gang  in  3tn* 

' . ' ibPUch-  -salmenfeb  faufte  nicht  mehr  nach  eingefanbten 

3Jhi)tern_oon  ©iener.  unb  33rünner.  ßaufhäufern,  fonbem 
. ; ' ' begann  felbft  bie  9Jiärfte  unb  3D?effen  gu  kfuchen  unb 

. ' Pict  9JeueS  unb  brauchbares  nach  Srobp  gu  bringen, 

, mährenb  bie  junge  ötuu  ben  berfauf  unb  baS  Saffa* 

' k-  mefen  übermoihte.  Ta  bie  ghe  glücftich  unb  mit  fiinbem 

. Sdkgnet  mar,  hatte  bie  ©roßmutter  gu  .§aufe  eine 

reiche  f^ülfe  oon  Strbeic.  Tie  Äinber,  bie,  mie  alte  gnfel* 

,,  -•  finber,  Pon  ber  ©rofmuttet  roohl  nie  Schläge  befamen, 

■ moltten  oon  ber  9D?urter  gor  nidjtS  miffen,  meil  fie  ihre 

! • 9Jeroofitöt  Pom  ©efihäftSleben  bie  finber  gu  -Saufe  füh*= 

• len  ließ  unb  bie  -ßteinen  baburdj  einfchüd)terte  unb  Pon 

füh  fernhiclt;  um  fo  mehr  fanb  bk  ftitte,  in  berdJiüte  ber^ 
■ ' _■  ,3Skrgig  ftehenbe,  noch  Jmmer  blühenb  fd;öne  3ütte  in  ber 

> ■ Siebe  ber  gahfreichen  gnfef  einen  grfaß  für  allen  Kummer 

unb  olleS  Seib  im  Saufe  ber  Sahre.  ^ber  bie  Tüdjtig- 
' kit  biefer  eblcn  f5jrau  fam  nidht  allein  im  §aufe  gur 

©eltung,  fonbern- machte  fich  auch  inbirett  im  ©efchöfte 
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fühlbar,  beim  fic  crfuubigtc  fü)  bei  Safmenlcb  über 
allc^  unb  gab  es  mand)C  3c^iüierigfeii  ju  löfen,  mand^e 
3orgc  §u  Der)d;cud)cn,  fo  ^olie  er  9iot  feiner  SJiuttcr 
ein,  bie  noc^  immer  bas  9iid}iigc  fanb,  ii)m  praftifc^c 
SSinfe  gab  unb  für  foldjc»  iöerirauen  i^tes  ßinbe»  im 
Stülcn  banfbar  unb  glücflü:^  mar. 

3c^on  feit  bem  Jobe  ifires  geliebten  3D?annc^  unb 
fpätcr  immer  mcf)r  I)at  Sütte  Senies  ein  ©ebiet  mit 
ßifer  aufgefud^t,  auf  bem'  fie  in  i^rer  'f^römmigfeit  unb 
©ottergebenijeit  ftets  rcid;e  ©efegen^eit  jur  Betätigung 
i^rc§  guten,  eblen  Serpens  fanb.  3ie  ging  ju  ben 
2Irmen  in  bie  bumpfen  SSo^nungen  unb  befugte  bie 
ftronfen  in  it)ren  Seibensftätten.  ßaum  einen  Unglüd^* 
Iid}cn,  faum  einen  ßeibenben  gab  es  in  ber  3tabt,  oon 
bem  Süitc  nk^t  Senntni»'  l^atte  unb  ber  nie^t  feiner^ 
fcit§  Don  if)r  beftimmt  §üfe  ober  roenigftens  Xroft  unb 
Beiftanb  ermartete.  2Bo  bie  gute  ^rau  erfdjien,  gab . 
fic  mit  Pollen  ■t’önben  unb  täglid)  foc^e  fie,  roie  für ' * 
ba§  eigene  §ousn)cfen,  aud)  für  i^re  ^Qranfen  in  allen 
Söinfcln  ber  Stobt  marmc  3üppen  unb  anbere  labenbe 
Speifen,  bie  fie  om  DJoe^miitag  felbft  übetoll  :^intrug‘  - 
unb,  rofd)  perfd^roinbenb,  bie  Segnungen  unb  Xonfe§=- 
be§eugungen  nid)t  onf)örte,  bie  i^t  oon  gro§,  unb  flein  ' 
nae^gerufen  mürben.  3e  mef)r  SBunben  fie  l^eilen,  fe  mel^r 
Sfenb  fie  Hnbem,  'je  me^r  Sirmut  fie  erleid) tern  fonnte, 
befto  mc]^r  ^reube,  befto  me^f  Stnfporn  fanb  fie  am 
mciteren  ftillen  SBoi^Itun.  ' 

' STm  i^reitag  l^atte  Sütte  afle  |)änbe  oolf  ju  tun.  ' • 
nur  für  ben  eigenen  ^aus^alr,  ber  jiemlid^.  reit^Ii^  ' 

Perforgt  merben  mußte,  mürbe  gefod^t  unb  gebadfen,  fou"  ^ ■ 
bern  bie  eble  f^rau  richtete  eigenl)änbig  Sabbatroeißbrotc  » ' 
(S^olos),  Suppen,  Bädereien  unb  Sederbiffen  für  ; 

alle  i^re  Sd^ü|:.Iinge  l^er,  benn  am'  ö-rcitag  noc^mittog 
tarnen  bie  Pom  (5JIüd  Bergeffenen,  bie  oft  tagelang  bar=’ 

^n  mußten,  unb  T)oIten  fii^,  bie  guten  iSinge  für  ben 
Sabbattifd^.  !?a  betam  ber  arme  Ben=3ion  für  feine 
fronte  5i:au  eine  ßraftfuppe,  ein  anberer  erhielt  f^ifeße 
unb  SSeißbrot,  ein  britter  fyleif:^  unb  Slueßen  unb  fo 
Ptele  anbere. ' f^ür  jeben  l^atte  bie  biebere  f^rau  ein  ' « 

gute?  23ort,  bei  febem , erfunbigte  fie  fid^,  mie  e?  ju 
•&oufe  ge^e,  oft  ftedte  fie  ben  Leuten  nod)  öelb  in  bie 
Tafele  unb  gob  ben  f^rauen  9?äfc^reien  für  i^rc  Äin? 
ber  mit.  Unb  menn  bie  Befe^cntten  fie  mit  Segensroorten 
überfdjütteten  unb  i^r  bie  feänbe  tüffen  mollten,  bann  ' 
füf)rrc  fie  bie  Seute  fonft  gur  Xür  unb  rief  i^nen  na^: 

„@el^t  gefunberl^eit!" 
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tlrft  menu  bie  nieten  Strmen  befriebigt  maten,  mo^ 

1 . . bei  Beite,  ba?  braoe  fübifc^e  Xienftmäbc^en,  mitt)atf, 

unb  nadjbem  Salmenteb  mit  feiner  ^rau  Pom  @efd)aft 
nac^  §aufe  gefommen  maren,  um  fic^  für  ben  Sabbat 
gu  ; haben  unb  .^u  Reiben,  unb  ber  Sc^utge^itfje 
\ (Betfer)  aud>  bie  ftinber  geroafd)en  ^atte,  mos  fi^  nur 
beffere  Seute  teiften  tonnten,  benn . ber  Belfcr  mürbe 
für  ba?  2Bafd)€n  ber  Äinber  ant  fjreitag  befonber»  gut 
bego^tt  — erft  .nac^  attbem  bedte  Sütte  Benies  ben 
groß.en  Sifd)  mit  meißem  iJifcß'tueß,  i'teltte  bie  Silber« 
teud)ter  für  fid^  unb  bie  Scßroiegertoi^ter  gum  Sabbat« 
li^tgünben  ouf,  legte  bie  großen,  geftoeßtenen  SBeiß’ 

■ brote,  mit  feßöner  .Seibenbede  überbedt,  baneben  unb 

; . retßter  ^anb  ßettte  fie  bie  SBeinftafiße  mit  bem  golbe« 

'■  . nen  Be^er,  beftimmt  gum  Äibbufeß,  bem  Segen  über 

— % ' ben  ’ Sabbotmein.  Ueber  benr  großen  Xifeße  mürbe 

' ber  altertümlicßi«tunftDotte  §öngeteucßter  mit  iiergen  be« 

'•  fkdt  unb  erßeltte  bie  oorneßme  Stube,  roo  bei  Eintritt 

, ber  SRadjt  bie  ftattlicße  |>au?frau  im  präeßtigen  Sabbat« 

' ' ’ gero'anb  baftanb,  bie  Sießter  günbete,  bie  ba?  Subentum 

. au?  bem  Xunfet  unb  Xüfter  be?  Sttttag?  in  eine  lei^.« 

, • ' tenbe  §elte  ber  götttii^en  fRuße  füßren,  bann  fpraeß  fie, 

' - inbem  fie  ba?  ©efkßt  mit  beiben  ^änben  bebedte,  oor 

ben  brennenben  Sergen  ein  Bittgebet  für  alle  3tngeßörigen 
^ ' unb  ßierauf  perrießtete  fic  erft  int  großen  ©ebetbueße 

; “ba?  Stbenbgebet.  v ' 

• * Sütte  Benie?  bcfudßte  nur  am  Sam?tag  ba?  ©otte?« 

. • '■  ßou?,  (Freitag  abenb  blieb  fie  guöoufe  unb  rbjßtete  ölte? 
für  ben  fyeftabenb  ßer.  'Benn  olle  oon  ber  großen  Spn«^. 
ogoge  tarnen,  fegnete  Salmenteb  bie  Sinber  no(^  alter 
--iübifdßer  Sitte,  fprad)  bann  ba?  „Stßolom  Stlejcßcm"^^) 

. ‘ j unb  fong,  umgeben  Pon  allen  §au?genoffen,  im  olt« 
V trabitionellen  Xone  ba?  .Sibbuf^^  pr  Heiligung  be? 

' ' Beine?.  Bi?  baßin  faß  man  bie  alte  f^rau  nur  immer 
gefeßöftig  ßin  unb  ßer  geßen,  fic  ßatte  jeben  im  Sinne, 
'mußte,  . roo?  jeber  gerne  aß  unb  adßtete  natürlicß  am 
meiften  auf  ißren  lieben  Solmenlcb.  Bäßrenb  be?  Sib« 
bufdß  über  ftanb  fic  mit  allen  anberen  beim  großen 
Xif^e,  fprad)  lout  ba?  5tmen  unb  tronf  guerft  Pom 
Beine,  bann  folgten  alle  anberen  nadß  ber  'Jieiße  be? 

' Sitter?.  S'Jaiß'  bem  |iänbcmai'd)en  feßte  mon  ftd)  gu  Xifeße 
unb  befam  Pont  \^ou?ßcrrn  ein  Stüd  oom  Sabbatbrot, 

■ bie  SlRoige.  Xic  alte  Sütte  felbft  faß  nie  bei  Xifeße. 
Benn  alte  Speifen  bereit?  au?gcteilt  maren  unb,  oud) 

'^1)  2Rit  biefen  Spruf^eii  roirb  bet  Gin3ug  bes  2ab6atfrieben§ 
tnr  §au[e  begrübt. 


boö  ■I'icitftii;äbd;cn  gcgcifcn  bann  naif)in  bie  ©id;e§ 
G^ajil  bcn  Üicft  für  fid)  unb  üerjefirte  i^n  im  Stillen  ' 

«-  in  her  itüdjc  So  molltc  fic  cs  ^aben,  unb  baoon  ionntc 

N . fic  nicinanb  abbringen;  roar  e§  ber  iSunfd^,  oon  ber 
^ I Sd;roicgcrtodf}tcr  nidjt  beobachtet  ju  roerben,  ober  ift 

eine  ©croohnheit  aller  alter  grauen,  beim  (Sffen  . 
gern  allein  ju  bleiben,  um  bann  jagen  3u  fönnen,  baß 
fic  bcn  gangen  lag  faft  niJ}tS!  gu  fich  nehmen,  baff  ihr 
Tafein  alfo  bcn  anberen  nidjt  läftig  falle?  Seim  Xifch^, 
gebere  aber  faß  fie  roieber  am  unteren  Jifd)ranbc,  ihrem 
Sohne  gegenüber,  unb  betete  mit  ber  'Xifd)gefcllfdhaft,  . 
bei  ber  nid)t  feiten  auch  frembe  >,Cr^im"i‘)  fpeiften, 
anbädjtig  mit,  um  0?ottes  Segen  über  baS  gange  ^aui 
gu  erflehen. 

9lm  fyreitag  rourbc  in  ber  Äüche  auch  alle§‘  für  bcn 
SamSmg  fcrtiggcftcllt.  ^n  großen  Steinfrügen  rourbe 
ic  I olles  ^lüffige  unb  in  Safferolcn  olle»  übrige  int  groBen 
! Cfen  oerroahrt,  um  am  Sabbat  heife  unb  buftenb 
norgcholt  gu  locrben.  ^a  gob  es  in  ber  fyrüh  roarmen 
ftaffee  , unb  bogu  fnufperigen  93utterteig  mit 
gefpieft,  roobei  bie  ßinber  immer'  ftritten,  roer  mehr 
l3ibeben  höbe;  SamSlag  mittag  oh,  man  eine  Sorfheife, 
in  ber  Siegel  Sifche  ober  eingehoefie  Seher,  bartn  Suppe  - 
mit  Siollgcrfte,  oerfdjiebcne  ^Icifdjforten  unb  Hompoft, 

' bagu  „.Qugel",  fo  füß  unb  fo  rocich  .unb  fo  gut,  baß  alle, 
jagten,  cs  rie^c  nadh  noch;  l’chliehiid)  famen  noch  Säc!e=’ 
rcien  ouf  bcn  lifch  unb  Cbft,  Schobbe^^Cbft,  auf  ba^ 
fich  bie  ^inber  fdjon  bie  gauge  Söoehe*  freuten,  benn  bie 
gute  ©roßmutter  mußte  ihre  Gnfellinber  reid)lich  gu  be=> 

- . teilen,  ja  fie  h“de  brauhen  iml  33orhaufe  ein  eigene^ 

Sßerfteef,  aus  mclchent  bie  Äinber,  iPenn  fie  oom  „Seifer"— 
gum  Sobbatfpogiergong  geholt  mürben,  noch  eine  tüch^* 
tige  Tüte  mit  Siöfchereien  mitbefomen.  ,Sein  SSunber ' , 
alfo,  roenn  bie  ^iuber  an  ber  ©rohmutter  mehr  hinoen  " 
ot»  on  ber  SJiutter,  bie  bie  gange  SSodhe  biä  fpät  obenbs 
im  ©efd}äft  roor,  unb  roenn  fie  einmal  nach  .'paufe  fam, 
in  'ihrer  Sicroofität  unb  2lufrcgung  über  ben  fleinften 


Samt  ber  ftinber  in  3orn  geriet. 

Sefonber^  ober  hotten  bie  Äinber  unter  ber  Strenge 
be§  Soter‘3  gu  leiben,  ber  nid)t  feiten  mit  einer  Seber* 
gerte  (^ont)^uf)  auf  fie  losfdhlug,  roenn  entroeber  oom 
©heberrs)  eine  fdjlcd^  Slusfunft  fom,  roenn  bie  .^inber 

1*)  I'urc^reifenbe  2trme,  bie  man  als  ffiajte  einläbt. 

- ‘>3)  l^ic  bebräiii^e  Si^ule,  roo  man  oom  SUpßabet  bis  jui 

talmubild^en  Slusbilbung  unterrichtet  loirb.  Tie  'ißrügeljttofe  roor 
auch  ba|elb|t  am  .bäufiglten.  . - ; . 
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im  ihrem  Spieleifer  ettoo3  oerbrodjen  'hotten,  oDerSiadb» 
^räleute,  oft  ouS  Uebelroollen,  über  fic  .Hinge  führten. 
Sei  einer  folchen  ©elegcnheit  roar  cs  roieber  bie  gute 
• ©rohmuder,  rocli^e  bie  Hieinen  oor  ben  Schlägen  gu 
frühen  juchte,  unb  roenn  fie  Solmenleb  nicht  befönh 
tigen  fonntc,  unb  bie  Seberriemen  auf  bie  gorten  Hörper=- 
4en  nieberfielen,  ba  meinte  fie  im  Stillen  mit  ben 
Hinbent  unb  gab  ihnen  bann  oon  bcn  beften  Süßig® 

■ ^ fetten,  bie  fie  eigens  für  biefen  3n>ccf  aufberoöhrt  hotte. 

' poor  Stunben  ctm  ^am^'tog  nachmittag  roaren 

für  3ütte  Senie:»-  bie  eingigen,  ott  benen  fie  fich  geroiffer* 
maßen  felbft  ongehörte.  a legte  fie  fid>  gunächft  auf . 

^ int  Speifegimmer  gu  einent  flcinen 

ycathmtttagS)d}läfd)en  nieber;  bann  empfing  fie  ben  Se* 

/ fronen,  bie  ntit  ihr  gufammen  bero> 

> -iSochenobichnict  im^Teutfdj=ehumifd)ir)  lafen,  ben  'i)?foI- 
J menabfehnitt  für  'iabbot  unb  9D?aamobu»  jagten,  ge=* 
metnfam'  bo3  SKin^agebetrs)  perrichteten  unb  im  SSinter  • 
bo^  Sorchi*9Zaphfchi,r®)  in  bcn  Sommcrm'onateit  bie 
Ijonen  ^ei»hcitsfprüd;c  ber  Süter  (ißeret;  regirierten. 
yegehher  fctPierce  ÄJÜtte  SenicS  cigenhänbig  ihren  ©äften 
etnen  Jlleinen  Sntbiß,  £en  fie  für  ben  SJach mittag  all 

v'^ch_alo3*.iuboS)  eigenä  beifeite  ge= 
jtellt  hotte.  SJach  bent  -lifchgebete  festen  fich  bkS'rouep 
ouf  Sanf  oor  ber  öouStür,  roohin  Siochbarinncu 
• ' “nb  Sorübergehenbe  famen,  um  bie  allbeliebte,  ehr-  . 
roürbigc  §au»frau  gu  begrüßen  unb  ihr  gu  ergählen, 
roo»  ^nen  am  bergen  liege.  Ueblc  Sieben  über  anbere 
ließ  fie.  ni^t  gu  unb  mehrte  audj  foiift  Hlatfchereicn 
lofort  ab.  ^ür  jeben,  ber  ihr  ein  Slnltegen  üorbrodite, 
hotte  bie  gute  fjtou  ein  liebet  ffiort  ber  Srmunterung, 
etnen  guten  Siat  ober  Perfprad)  ihre  §ilfe;  fo  erteilte 
ne  geroiffermaßen*  Slubiengen  im  fyreien,  bis  bie  Tönt- 
merung  hereinbrad)  unb  fie  fich  »on  ihrem  Hrcife  oer- 
abidjtebete.  , 

^*^^^on  brei  Sterne  om  .^inimel  fehen  fonntc 
ober -^le  Siacht  gang  hereingebrodjen  roar,  fanbte  Süttc 
^nieB  bem  fcheibenben  Sabbat  als  ©ruß  bos  altüber- 
Iteferte  „©ott  oon  Slrorohom"  nodj: 


ön  SRofis  in  ouIgät»i'übif^cr  Sptai^e  — 

Jt5eiberbeut|(h  — abgefafet,  mit  eingeitreuten  etfldtungen  'Ba-- 
rabeln,  £egenben  unb  Sehrfähen.  “ ^ 

u ^folmen  las  man  noch  Sehrfähe,  bann  rourbe 

gebetet.  (Sßesper.) 

**)  I^ie  gjfalmen  104  unb  120  bis  134.  (3tufengefänge.) 
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G)Oit  Hüll  Sluno^om,  öün  üit  öuii  Saatoüi!- 

, Öcpt  bcin  lieb  S3oIf  SBroef  in  beinene  Soib. 
ber  beÜtger  Sdjabbe»  ge!^t  oüjt  uns  aroeg, 

Soll  tünimcn  jü  ün»  bie  23od),  ber  G^oibefc^,  iln  bu§ 

[SuIiT, 

3ü  0?e)ünb  ün  gü  Seben,  5Ü  Cif(]^er  ün  jü  Äotoeb,  - 
3ü  ^Spiere»  toiioes  ün  5Ü  Scfc^ioS  toüueä,  • 

3ü  allem  güten  Ö^eminn  — Cmen  Selo!^'.  - ' 

Glijui^ü  f)a  9Zoroi  foil  fein  bei  ün§  im  §qu§, 

Silles  58ÖH  foil  nün  ün^  f)etau§> 

Sille»  öüt^  foil  gü  ün§  herein,  ’ \ 

Üns  foil  mir  glücflid^  ün  gefünb  fein.  — 

] Dmen  me  ümen,  e»  foil  meren  muf)r, 

J-qI  Sl»  2)Zefd)iad)  ben  Toraib  foil  fümmen  bu§  f)eitige 

[Su^r!i‘) 

3?ie^  mürbe  breinjal  gefügt.  . 

SBenn  Salmenleb  aus  bem  93et!^aufe  fam,  mor  ft^on 
olles  für  bie  §abbala!^,  gum  Slu§gange  be§  SabbateS,. 
bycrgcru^tet,  man  begrüßte  fid)  ^mit  „@ut*2Bod)"  uno 
ber  ^ous^err  ftiroc^  ben  Segen  über  ben  SBein,  bie 
Öemürge  unb  ba»  Sid)t,  fßmbolifiert  bur^  eine  große 
geflodjtene  SBadjsferge,  bie  ber  Süngfte  im^  §oufc  . 
^od)  Ijalten  mußte.  3u^ii  Sd)lu§  mürbe  bie  SSod^sferge 
burd)  Uebergießen  mit  SBein  ausgelöfc^t  unb  . bie  er=»  - 
madjfenen  §ausgenoffen  tropften  uon  bem  abfliefeenbert 
SS^eine  ctmas  in  i^re  Xafrfjen,  maS'  nad^,  alter  Ueberlie= 
ferung  fHeie^rura  bringen  folt. 

^ad)bem  Salmenleb  ba»  „ßamarobili®)  gefungen 
,^atte,  begab  er  fid^  mit  feiner  in^  Gicfcftäft,  ba§ 

erft  jei;t  geöffnet  merben  burfte,  mö^renb  für  Sütte 
ISenies  bas  Alltagsleben  mit  feiner  Sorge  unb  ißlage 
mieber  begdnn.  So  ging  eS  in  allen  frommen  jübif^en 
Raufern  in  gleidjem  Gbenmofe  bur^  SSoc^en,  burc^  9)?o= 

>")  Sott  ^Ibra^am's,  uttb 

tBebüt’  bein  liebes  23oIf  3ftael  3U  beinern  £obe. 

' IZDenn  ber  lieilige  Sabbat^  non  uns  roeggebt,“ 

Äomme  3U  uns  bie  SBorbe,  ber  OTonat  unb  basi  3obr 
9Kit  ©efunbbeit,  JGtben  Aeiebtum  unb  <Ebw.  " . -i 

aKit  guten  SHai^riibten  unb  tätiger  Silfe,  - ‘ ' 

lütit  ollem  guten  Erfolge  — in  (Eroigteit  2lmen. 

;Cer  ^ropbet  (?lios  fei  bei  uns  ini  §ous, 

allies  58ö[e  foil  non  uns  beious, 

allies  ®ute  foil  ju  uns  herein,  . • ‘ 

aBir  follen  glüdli<b  unb  gefunb  fein.  , < - 

aimen,  atmen,  es  roerbe  nmbr,  . ■ 

Dofe  ber  SReffios,  Go^n  !Daoibs,  lomme  im  heurigen  3obr  I 

1®)  -tSefong  am  Sobbotousgong. 
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note,  burd)  Saläre  immer  fort,  o^ne  Gr^olung,  ol)nc 
Sommerfrifd)en  unb  ^ööberbefud).  ToS  Sehen  mar  ein» 
fod}er,/  gefünber,  mon  mar  ouc^  anfprud^llofer. 

^ngmifdjen  mar  ba»  ältefte  ©nfelfinb,  bie  fd^öne 
S 0 p i c,  l)crangemad)fcn  unb  mürbe  für  bie  alte  f^rau- 
eine  rege  SJHtai Leiterin.  Sie  ging  mo^l  mit  ben  Sinbern 
hefferer  öäufer,  mie  cs  bamals  üblid^  mürbe,  in  bie  - 
. Sitcraturftunbe,  ober  fic  mar  aud)  in  allen  3'fci9en 
l)äu6lid)en  Söirtfdjaft  tätig.  StlS  üicle  Sdjobd^onim'  baS 
Öau»  überronnten  unb  ißartien  mit  reid)en  SlaufmannS» 
föi^nen  üorfd^lugcn,  ba  meinte  bie  gute  Sütte:  . * 

„Selb  f)aben  mir  genug;  mir  broud^cn  ein  „'Sern»  . ' 
finb“,  einen  frommen,  braoen,  jungen  2Ronn,  furg._ — 
ein  Sü^esfinb."!^}  ^ ~ - 

Unb  als  ein  ausroärtiger  S3ermittler  ben  Snfel»' 
fol^n  bcs  örabomiper  iRabbincrs,  ben  Sol)n  bes  großen^  * 
©ele^rtcn  SJfofes  öfot^ar  aus  Semberg,  oorfd)jfug  unb  ^ ' 
bie  .beiben  Äinbcr  — fic  maren  faum  ad^tgei^n  Sa^^re’- 
alt  — cinanber  aud^  gefielen,  bo  l^atte  bie  'alte  .^-rau 
feit  longer  3cil  mi?ber  eine  glüdlid^e  Stunbe,  unb  bei 
[ber  S3erlobung  b^5  jungen  ^oareS,  ben  Xnoim,  bei 
' benen  nad^  alter  Sitte  ein  fc^öner  Xeller-in  Sd^erben 
gefdjlagen  mürbe,  um  an  bie  ©lürfeS  • 

gu  gemoljnen,  fal^  man  baS  t)ornel)me  Slntlißi  ber  nodb 
: ' immer , fd;öncn  S-rou  in  ^r^ube  erftral)lcn,  benn  nun  . 
fc^ien  bas  Seben  für  fie  einen  neuen  3nl^alt  gu  gc®,--  ' 
minnen.  _ ' ' ' ^ . . ' . 

^ie  ^od^geit  ber  ft^önen  ßnfelin  gcftoltete  fidl)  gu 
einem  magren  unb  mährte  brei  öolle  Xage.  ^ • 

3ur  G^uppc,2o)  bie  unter  freiem'  ^immel  ftanb,  brängte 
fid^  groß,  unb  flcin  ßeran;  jeber  mollte  bie  fd)öne  Äalle^i)^^ 
unb  ben  fd)önen,  in  Steife  gefleibeten  Sßoßen^^)  feßen, 
jeber  mollte  beim  fialtcn  ber  Sßuppeftdngen  beßilflid^ 
fein  unb  guftßaucn,  mie  ber  ^Bräutigam)  ein  0loS'  mit 
beut  S(ßuf)obfa^  auf  einen  §icb  gerbrotß;  — aueß  eine 
^ 3D?aßnung  an  baS  brüd)igc  ölüdf.  ^5)ann  ftrömlc  alleS  gu  . 

* ben  ^enftern  unb  bliefte'  in  bie  fcftlidj:  beleuchteten,  mit 
©often  gefüllten  3itumcr,  mo  präd)tige ' Seeferbiffen  in 
i^üilc  unb  öuf  ^Jifihen  ongcrichtet  maren,  mo  boS  - 
Spiel  ber  oltbcfonnten  Ggortfomer  9J?ufifer  i|i  einfehmei* 
d;clnbei!  STönen  gum  3ubel  unb  Xonge  locften  unb  ber'>  , 

I L— • ■ • s . • ■ ^ 

1®)  Äinb  ous  Dotnehmem  Souf«.  ‘ , ' / ..  dT  , ' •-- 

: Irauhimmel.  *,  ' < '• 

*')  Srout.  . . , : • ^ . . V'.  - 

^-)  iBräuligom.  . . • 
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berühmte  iÜJarft^alir-^)  feine  getftreicf;en  3ieimfprüd)e  511m 
beften  gab.  ' - _ . 

. • bie»  au?]^;  bie  ^oc^fte  J-ccube  im  Seben  ber 

guten  Sütte  unb  nor  übennäjBtgem  ©tiirf  foil  fie  fogar 
• ' .einen  ^ofaf--*)  getankt  ^aben,  in  beni  fie  in  if)rer  ^ugenb 

iKeifterin  gemefen  toar.  §oi)5eit  eines  smeiten  gnfel’ 

- finbes  foHte  fie  ni:^t  me^r  erleben.  2:ao  2c^icffa(,  baa 
/.  ^ tnit  unferem  Seben  eng  bcrfniipft  ift,  täet  bie  Sitterni^ 

rcicfjlic^  fliegen  unb  tropft  nur  feiten  etroag  3ügig- 
' . feit  baju. 

■ v ' ' ^er  Segtoiegerenfel,  ber  nun  im  öonfe  SBognung 

• i ' na^m>  ttmrbe  ber  auagefud|tcfte  Siebüng  3ütte§.  3I(Ieia, 

; . - ■ . nta^  fie  früher  nur  i^renr  eigenen  ßinbe  afä  befonbereä 

. . ■ . 3ei«gen  non  21nf)ängli(f,,feit  gab,  alle  gnten  klinge,  bie 

;;  nur  fie  allein  ^ubereiten  . fonnte  unb  bie  bei  blofeem 

■ r , 9?ennen  fc^on  bas  SSaffer  int  SKunbe  jufammenlaufen 

‘ ntaegten,  ^ob  fie  für  igren  ,>aRottunju",  luie  fie  if)n 

' • ^ , fofenb  nannte,  auf,  unb  alS  bem  jungen  ißaar  and)  eine 

. '■  ' 3iocgter  gefd^enft  mürbe  unb  Sütte . 33enieS  nunnteljr 

f fognt  «ine  Urenfelin  auf  bem  3d)oge  miegen  fonnte, 

toaS  bie  (Erregung  ber  übcrkbiftf;en  ölücffeligfeü  beben- 
' ^ ten  foTf,  ba  erfl  fd>ien  fie  mit  bem  Seben  micber  ouS^ 

. geföhnt  5U  fein,  unb  bei  ber  ©eburt  biefeS  ßinbeS,  baS 

. - ; ■ gerabe  am  erften  Segebuottnge^^)  §ur  SBelt  fain,  gat  bie 

; eblc'J^rau  oor  lauter  Slnfregung  fogar  bie  f)errtid}en 

2iopfenfrapfen  Perbrennen  laffen. 

V . ' , ' alle  {jreube  gat  au^  igre  .Segrfeite. 

' ♦ * ' • t 

. ' 3J?it  Ü^gin.n  beS  SagreS  1880  mürbe  ber  freie 

. ' - öanbef  mit  ber  3tabt  Srobp  aufgegoben  nnb  bie  '.810= 

: \ bger  Äoufmannfegaft  befdjlog,  igre'SSare  nunmegr  bireft 

' ' • ' nua  S®ien  ju  bejiegen.  ^IS  pcrläglieger  unb  erjag- 

rener  SJiann,  ber  bie  faufmännifdjen  3ntereffen  ber  gro- 
’ ' |cn  öanbelSftabt  in  SSien  am  beften  ju  Pertreten  per- 

■ \ ftanb,  mürbe  Safmenleb  gemägit,  ber  biefe  mit  einem 

K ■ L - .ft^bnen  ©infmnmcn  oerbunbene  ^ertrouenSfteüe  annagm 

unb  fortab  .feineu  ftänbigen  2Iufentga(t  naeg  ©ien  oer-  ' 
‘ ^ - legte,  rcägrenb  bie  Familie  in  23robi)  oerblieb. 

/ . - -*)  35er  St^alfsnarr  — in  ber  Segel  ein  3cböngeiit  — ber 

v'  ■'  - . $ur  Situation  paffenbe  Stegreifreimc  maegte  unb  bie  ftofie  Stirn* 

I ■ . J.1  . mung  oufreegt  ergielt. 

. ■ -*)  ßin  fegr  beliebter  Sationaltan^. 

-^)  2tm  eriten  ‘Pfin'gittage  mürben  ftrapfen  (Äräpplatg)  mit 
I''.-  ''  lopfen  gefüllt,  gegeffen  (angebli^,  roeif  alles  SJieg  beim  iSerg 

Sinai  roeiltc,  benn  fonft  roerben  bie  ftröppegen  mit  gegaitem 
5leif(g  gegeffen).  . • 
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Süite  93enicS  ging,  roie  jebc  3Kuttcr,  an  igrem  Äinbe. 

Unb  menu  3almenleb  fcibft  fd)on  ©rogpatcr  mar 
für  fie  mar  er  i g r Salmienlcb,  unb  fie  g,atte  eine 
fonbere  ^reube,  menu  fie  ign  täglii^i  fegen  fonnte;  fie 
loa  in  feinen  9JUenen,  ob  ign  etmaS  bebrüde  ober  ob 
er  in  Slufregung  fei,  unb  mifd)tc  ignt  megr  oIS  einmal 
mit  fünfter  §anb  eine  SSolte  bes  3ot5neS  _mcg;  fie  nagm 
SIntcil  an  feinen  Sorgen  im  (yefdföft;  fie  ftellte  igm  tag-  , 
lieg  boS  gute  Gffen  auf  ben  Xifd),  ^pflegte'  ign,  menn 
ign  einmal  eine  Äranfgcit  anS  33ett  feffelte  fo  aber, 
mer  roirb  in  Bien  auf  igren  SalmenIcb  oxgt  geben? 
Sod)  aJiütter  finb  mie  §ügner,  bie  Sntcncicr  auSg'c- 
brütet  gaben.  SDiögen  fie  aud)  unrugig  unb  fdgreienb 
am  Ufer  gin  unb  ger  rennen,  bie  Snten  trogen  jeber 
©cfagr  unb  fdgmiuimcn  acgtloS  in  ben  'Ctrom  ginauS. 

Solmenleb  fugr  nad)  Bien,  alles  begleitete  ign  ^ur 
93agn  unb  Süite  gab  igirt  igren  Segen. 

„Benn  iig  am  Totenbett  liege,  mill  icg  bieg  noeg  "■ 
fegen,"  jagte  fie  meinenb,  unb  Salmenleb  befdppidgtigtc 
fie  mit  ben  Borten:  „,Scg^  merbe  bocgi  nügt  emig  in 

Bien  bleiben."  - ’ ' ' • 

Tantals  fonnte  er  mogl  noeg  ni^t  agnen,  bag  er  _ 
breigig  Sagre  fpäter  in  Bien  fein  @rab  finben  mirb.V 
Sütte  öenieS  gatte  in  igren  legten  Sebengjagren  ‘ 
Piel  barunter  äu  leiben,  bag,  igr’ geliebtes,  einjiges  ^inb 
allein  in  Bien  meüte.  .Sn  jenent  Bien,  in  bem,  mic  btc 
egaffibim  jagten,  autg  bie  Steine  . tref e^^)- finb  unb 
bie  Suben  feinen  93art  unb  feine  ipejeS'  tragen,  .ibn-., 
bern  d)riftlid)e  Äleibung  unb  d)riftlicge  Sitten  ongenom-  . 
men  gaben.  Bogl  gatte  bie  Sdjroiegcrto^ter  jegt  alle . 
i>änbc  poll  5U  tun,  benn  fie  mugte  allein  bas' 
ftgäft  leiten,  uitb  Sütte  mar  Pöllige  3ÜIeingerrfcgerin‘ 
im  ^aufe;  aber  menu  fie  bei  9?acgt  gu  Sette  ging  unü  _ 
SaImcnleb  nid)t  in^  ßimmer  trat,  um'  igr  gute  9iatgt  .. 
gu  jagen,  ba  mar  igr  fo  meg  unt§  .^erj,  bofe  fie  oft 
gon^  ^üdgie  ginburigi  bitteriwg  ■meinte. 

Treimal  im  Sagte  pflegte  SalmenIcb  notg.  Jörobg  ^ 
ju  fommen,  an  ben  Dfter-,  ^fingftf-  unb  ^rbftfeier- 
tagen  (Somim  taumim).  Ta  mürbe  er  fteti  uon  alfen,  ' 
Slngcgörigcn  bei  ber  Sagn  ermartet,  bradjte  jebem  ein 
• (5fefd)enf  aus  ber  Raiferftabt  mit  unb  fag  bann,  Pon 
allen  angeftaunt,  ba  unb  crsäglte  immer  mieber  ben 

^Silbli(g  bafür,  bag  fi(g  - natg  ÜJlemung  ber  Ort^o-  • 
boien  — bas  UniitucIIe  auf  olles,  fogor  ouf  bie  §au}er  unb  . 
bie  ^fIo|lerjteine  er|tiede.  ' . . A ' •_  .-f  , ... 
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neugierigen  53e|uc^etn,  lute  in  20ten  iri  ben  0a))’en  eine 
auf  'Schienen  laufe,  bajä  mitten  burcf)i  bie  Stabt 
. Se^iffe  auf  bent  SBaffer  fahren  unb  bafe  bei  9k'd)t  in 
aßen ©affen  :^etfc  Saternen  o_^ne  petroleum  unb  ol^ue 
3^p{l^t  brennen,  ü^roft  aber  fe^e  man  fo  üiele  Seute, 
_ mie  in  SörobQ  bei  einem  Sui^rmarft.  •: 

' Stuf  bie  bange  ^rage  ber  alten  SÄutter,  ob  eä'  in 
, 2öien  auc^  fromme  Suben  gebe,  fonnte  Salmenteb  ant- 
morten,  ba|  nic^t  nur  ftreng.  fofc^ere  ©aftpufer,  fon- 
bem  ouc^'  Suben  mit  ^ejeä.'  unb  33efef^e  ju  finben 
■'.-..finb,  bie  tägli:j,um  groölf  U^r  nac^t^  e^ajofe^?)  fagen, 
unb  boß  man  in  Söien  jeben  SRonat  auf  offener  Straße 
bie  „fieraone  metabef4“28)  jej  . 

-•  - Sütte  S3enie^  t)örte  anbäc^tig  5U,  fa^  5U  i^rem 
Satmenkb  beiounbernb  ouf  unb  merfte  gar  nic^t,  ba§ 
er  bie  Stimfq^cfen  gartj  hinter  bemOf)ren  perftecft  trug 
• , unb  bafe  er  atte  Speifen  Ikfaff  unb  jur  9?afe  füt)rte,  olä 
ob  baä  botnifc^e  Gffen  gar  nicf)t.  mel;r  niunben 
^ mür^.  2)ie  ;>aar  2age  oertiefcn  ftet^’  rafc^^  unb  boä 
SBegfa^ren  Satmenlcbä  roar  für  bie  alte  ^rau  immer 
eine  ar^  ^ein,  fic  meinte  ftiff  oor  fidjj  unb  fte^te 
©ofte^  Äegen  auf  i^n  !^erab.  Stber  fpäter  mußte  fie  fie^ 
bointit  abfinben,  ba|  it)r  einzige»  Äinb  nur  jroeimat 
int  Stiere  nae^  ^aufe  fam,  roeil  ja  eine  fo  roeite  üieife 
roegen  ber  beiben  Sc^ebuottage  roirftictj  nic^t  bafür  ftanb. 
Stber  ber  HKutter  tat  ba^  Stugbteiben  i^re^  ßinbeä  fe^r 
' roe^.  V 

. . 5;afür  aber  i^atte  bie  gute  jjrau  i^ren  gctiebten 
,<50^n  jur  ^ffac^^it  burc^  fa)t  oierje^n  Sage  immer 
um  fi<^.  Sie  gro|e  innere  g-reubc,  bie  fie  barii&er  emp- 
fanb,  geigte  fie  äuß, erlief  ebenforoenig,  roie  etroa  ben 
«r^merj  über  ba^  ^ci^nbleibcn  i^re»  einjigen  Hinbe». 
;jüite  S3enieö’  ^atte  feit  bem  Sobe  i^reö  ©atten  fteM 
einen  emjten  3^g  im  ©efic^te,  unb  auc^  loenn  fie  über 
manc^  Steu^erung  ober  ^anbtung  ber  Sc^roicgertodfter 
- ^ergerni^  empfanb,  fonnte  man  e^  i^r  ni(^t  anmcrfen; 

■ fie  ging  in  3iu^  i^rer  iäg(id)en  Strbeit  nod),  unb 
nur  ein_  neroöfe^  3nden  ber  ©efidjr^Sncroeu  oerriet  ba» 

^ innere  feetifc^^e  Unbehagen.  Söenn  aber  Satmenteb  cin= 
'mat  nai^  £>aufe  fam  unb  feiner  SDiutter  über  manche»  lln= 
tiebfame,  bo§  er  oovfanb^  -Htagc  führte,  ba  roar  e5'  ftetg 
bie  ebte  grau,  bie  i^re  Sc^roiegerto^ter  in  Sc^uß  ital^m 

— • N 

"')  äßitterna^tsgebete. 

28)  Segen  über  ben  neuen  SJtonb,  roas  unter  fteient  §immel 
angcficbts  bes  junebmenben  Sttonbes  geftbiebt. 
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unb  mit  ber  auftrengenben  Strbeit  im  ©cfdjafte  altes  su  . 
ciufd}ulbigen  rougie.  Senn  roenn.  fic  audb  t>erföntid)  über 
boS  hu‘5  angebunbene  'JSefen  ber  Sd)roiegeriod)ter  roenig 
erbaut  roor,  fo  äufeertc  fie  barüber  nicmanbem  gegcn= 
über  ein  SBort.  2BaS  in  ben  oier  SSänben  bcS 
<t)uufeS  Porfbmmt,  foH  bie  r üdf id) tStof e 
ßeffentticb  feit  nit^t  erfahren.  Senn  bie  net= 
bifd)e  9?ad)borfd)afr  touert  auf  jebeS  ©erüufcb,  baS  fic 
gu  f;ören  glaubt,  unb  roenn  fie  einmal  roitflid)  ctrooSl 
Pernimmt,  bann  tritt  fie.  es  ent)>red)enb  breit.  SSer  ba» 
iber  über -feinen  böuSticbjen  ^reiS  UebteS  fprid^t;  febänbet 
fw^  felbft.  • . ; . 

:Sm  iS'aufe  SotmenlcbS  roar  bie  3eit  öer  SSorbereitung  : 
beS  '4^cffai^fcfteS  roie  in  jebem  jübifd^en  ,.|»aufe  ooll 
oon  .^aft  unb  Unrül^e.  SaS  „grünbtid)e  Stufröumen" 
erftredte  fidj  auf  alte  mögtidjen  S^errlid^feiten,  ni^it 
jtur  t)ib  3inimer  famt  ber  ©inrii^tung,  fonbern  au^ 
alte  Kammern,  Söben  unb  better  rourben  burj^roü'^ti, 
gepult  unb  gef e'^rt.  - . ' • • 

Sn  alten  ^räufem  l^örte  man  ^ nur  jtnablöffig  1 
reiben  unb  roafdjen,  ffopfen  unb  pußien,  fd^euern  unb  '• 
fegen.  Stile  |)üuSteute,  oerftärft  bur<^i  frembe  9Jeib&= . 
rinnen,  roaren  tagelang  tätig,  alfeS  roar  in  gurcf)t  unb  ; 
Stufregung,  nid)t  gur  redjtcn  3eii>  fertig  ^u  fein,  unb.-' 
babei  mußte  aud)  nod)  afteS  ©efäuerte  (®^omeg)  auS 
bem  §oufe  entfernt  roerben.  Sie  £inber,  bie  fonft  nid^t.  ' 
gar  gu  oiel  ju  effen  befameti,  rourben  Por  ?cffa^  . 
gerobe^u  ge§roungen,  otteS'  Ucberjd)üffige  an  ©t)omc.ä  auf=  . . 
äueffen,  aifo  nidbi  btofe  Srot,  ftu^en,  Söder  ei,  gefod^tc  . 
unb  gebadene  SRd^ifp'eifcn,  fonbem  aud^i  atfeS^  ©ingc*  . 
matzte  unb  ©ingefottene,  baS  man  nid^t  jum  Sd^eine  . 
über  jCftcrn  an  einen  d)ftftlid)en  3iadf)bar  perfdufen  fonnte. 

Sic  ^inber,  bie  fic^  um  atl  bie  § er  rlid^  feiten  ffritfen. 
roaren  natürtid^  ben  füeiberinnen  im  Sßege,  unb  ba  gab. 
eS  immer  eip  Stielten  unb  *Sd)reien  mit  ben  Äleincn, 
bie,  roenn  fie  geprügelt  unb  auS'  bem  §aufc  gejagt 
rourben,  inS  SJtagäoifjbad^auS  eilten,  roo  fie 'oon  ben 
auf  Süd)ern  auSgcbreücten  Oftejtbroten  mit  ©änfefebern  . 
ben  Dfenrufe  abftreifen  butften.-^  ' * ' ' 

Senn  roä^renb  bcS'  gro|en  SiäumenS  f)ottc  mon  • 
nod)  für  bie  fDZa^ot^  fctbft  Sorge  ju  tragen.  Siefe  l^ar*- 
ten,  fnufperigen  Scigplarten,  biefcS'  „Srot  beS  ©tenöS'",  ' 
rourbe  nid)t  roie  ^eute  fif  unb  fertig  in  ^feten  inS  |)guS 
geftelTt,  fonbern  jeber  mufjte  fctbft  auf  biefe  fdt)male  Öfter-* 
na^rung  bebat^t  fein;  jeber  b'eforgtc  felbft  fein  9Kef)t,  roar 
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I'etbfl  beim  finetcti,  Stu^tualfen  unb  Sacfen  bc‘3  ^etaeS 
^ugegen,  ja  manche  trugen  fogar  fefbft  bct§'  SBaffer  rür 
bc!^  Xcigfneten  ^erbei  (aKajim  i^cfonu).  0o  bemacbte 
man  bie  rituelte  3ubereitung  be^  üngefäuerten  Sro‘ex% 
0^  firr  uc^t  Xage  reichen  mug.te,  unb  befferc  Seute 
o Stnbern  auc^i  fteiney  meic^e  ^lattc^en  mit 

gutter  unb  (Siern  bacfen,  fogenannte  Sierma^AoLi),.  bie 
owr  bie  Kleinen  am  Jage  nor  Oftern  aufeffen  muBien, 
oenn  fur  bie  ac^t  ^effac^tage  maren  nur  bie  barten 
2Raj§otl^  au^  2Ref)[  unb  23a}fer,  auf  .feiger  '^Sfatte  rafi 
, gebacf^^  beftimmt.  Ju  aber  in  ber  ßüc^e  gum  Stocfien 
unb-Sacfen  aud^  nötig  ift,  -unb  nur  ber  aus 

Äartofteln  gemonnene  iWeb/tbrei  ju  öermenben  ertaubt 
mar,  ^Tf  man  iid},  baburc^,  ba§  man  bie  a^aA^ott)  in 
fetucfe  brad^  unb  in  einem  großen  ,©o4möt)'er  fotangc 
. mit  bem  Stampfer  bearbeitete,  biS'  ein  brauchbares  »ieV 
^tftanb,  au§  bem  bann  auch  h^rrtidjen  Snöberf  für 
c ffeformt  mürben.  Ja  faßen  nun  atfe  örogen 

^ «no  “Ile  fiinber  unb  jur  SCulhi^fe  auch  ber  «etfer 
obroethiemb  bei  ber  Stampfe  unb  ftopften  brauf  tos 
■ ma^  ben  ^nbern  befonberen  Spaß  ma^te,  benn  fie 
; >r^nien  ab  unb  gu  ein  Stücf  fnufuerige  aJiajAo  im 
'•  mhinbc  Oerfchminben  taffen.  Sutte  iSenie^  aber  "forgte 
. auch  beim  aJia^gOthbacfcn  für  ihre  armen  Sctjü^tinge. 

Jer  atbenb  üor  bem  erften  fyeftabenb  galt  — mie 
noch  'heute  in  atten  frommen  jübifchen  Käufern  — bem 
^ lebten  2tufräumen  atfes  ©efäuertcn.  Ja  tegte  bie  ©aus* 
frau  in  arten  3immere(fen  ffeine  Ü3rotftücfchen  oiff  ats 
©brnbobe  bei^  Chomej  unb  ber  ©ausherr  ging,  oon  bcn 
©au^enoffen  begteitet,  oon  SBinfet  ju  SSinfet  unb 
I marf  mit  ©itfe  einer  langen  ©aiifefebcr  atle  fSrotfrumen 

• in  einen  großen  ©ol5töffef,  ber  mit  einem  Juct>  um* 
imcfett  mar,  roobei  eine-5  ber  Äinber  mit  bem  Üer^enftücf 
(^ame§)  fteudjten  mußte,  ta^.  oom  Stnäünben'ber  SSefhe* 
lichtlein  om  ß^hanuffafeft  übriggebtieben  mor.  Jiefc  ge* 

• fammelten  Srotftüdd;en  rcurben  auf  bem  Ofen,  im  Judje 
eingebunben,  oermahrt  unb  am  näd;ften  Jage  gur  aiiittag* 
geit  Oerbrannt.  3ur  fetben  3eit  rourbe  mjch  ^er  3üß* 
mein  ou§  ben_  eingetegten  ^ofincu  gecreßt  unb  bas 

• bunrte  3rhebenffeifd)  an  bie  Alinber  gum  ÜRafi^en  oerieitt. 

Jiefet  Jag  oor  bem  erften  öfterabenb  (Seber)  ift 
.einer  ber  beroegtcften  im  Seben  ber  jübif^en  .©ausfrau. 
Jenn  bi§  neun  Uhr  früh  ^atf  nod)  ßhomeg  gegeffcu 
merben,  bann  aber  heißt  e^,  atfes  ©efchirr,  in  bem  bas 
gange  3ahr  gefodjt  unb  gebaden,  gegeffen  unb  getritn* 
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fcn  itmrbc,  auf  bcn  33obcn  fdjafrcn  unb  bloß  für  bie 
ai;r  Jage  bes  '■ßcffadjfeftc»  gang  anbercs  ©ejdjirr  oom 
^obcn  herabirogcn.  -• 

. Jas  2Baffcrfd;aff,  bas  Sitbergcüg  unb  bie  ©otg* 
gc)d;irrejiurften  benüßt,  muftcn  aber  oorher  jnit  ^glil=' 
henben  Steinen  auSgcbrüht  — gcfafchert  — merben; 

3tud;  ber  ©erb  unb  bie  Sratröhre  mürben  gtühcnb  ge* 
mad;i^unb  mit  heißem  Sanb  abgcricbcn. , JicS  mar  . 
ftcis  SatmenlebS  eigcn'hänbigc  Strbcit,  er  molftc  in  fei*  ' ' , . ' 
nein  ©aufe  bcn  '^effadj  oollfommcn  cinmanbfrei  unb 
oorfi;rifrsmäßig  beobachten.  Unb  mie  er  fctbft  bas  93aden 
ber  ajiaggoih  übcrmod;tc,  unb  felbft  bas  iinetmoffcc  her*  ■ 
beitrug,  fo  beforgte  er  aud)  fetbft  bdS  Äafdjcrn  in  bet.  ' ' 
•^üd)e  unb  hieU  bann  bie  bcit-cn  Seberabenbe  noch  alther* 
gcbrad'icr  <iiite  in  fe;crtid)cr  ^radjt,  umgeben  bon  orten 
©auSgenoffen.  - ' , 

Jie  beiben  3fbenbe  ber  beiben  erften  Cftertoge  (Se* 
berabenbe)  fterten  bie  fdjönfte,  bie  glaiigoortlte,  bie  h«rr*  ' . • 

tidgtc  3eit  im  Seben  ber  jübifchen  fyamitie  bar.  ßS  ift  ' ? 
bas  crgrcifcnbfte,  bas  rührcnbftc  S3itb,  baS  jeben,  ber  - — ' 
noch  ein  @cfüht  im  Selbe  haß  gut  23emunberung  gmingen  ; . 
muß,  menn  arte  ^omilienglicber  oon  nah 'unb  fern  gu*  ' 
fanimcnftrömcn,  um  bie  beiben  fyeftabenbe  am  höuslidhcn  ■.  / 

. Jifd;c  in  heUerteuchteter  Stube  gu  fißen  unb  bie  mun*  ^ ■ 

bcrbarc  ©efchidjte  oom  SfuSgug  ouS  2tegßp* 
ten  gu  lefen  unb  gu  befingen.  Jiefe  fjeierftunbe,  mo  man  /.^  /V 
gunöchft  mit  erhobener  Stimme  jeben  Jürftigen  gum ' ; 
^effachmahle  cinläbt,  mo  bann  ber  Süngftc  ber  Jifch*  ' 
gefertfd;oft  bie  bebeutfonie  ^rage  ftertt:  „äßo  nifchtono  - • 
ha*lajto  h.afeh'^  — „SSarum  ift  biefe  9?ocht  ouSgeg'eich*  ' 
net?"  unb  mo  atS  SCntmort  bie  h'iftorif4en' Gegeben*  - ' 
heiten  fchtidjt  unb  einfach  ergähtt  merben:  „SfloOen  V . 
moren  mir  bem  ißh'örao  in  2feghpten  . . — biefe  * 

'T^tunbe  ift  Oon^  fotiher  innerer  ^udht  unb  erhabener  . 
Scbcutung,  boß  fie  johrouS',  jahrein ' immer  mieber 
ßodcnb  unb  unouS'Iofd)lich  mirft.  ^ ' ' 

5n  biefen  beiben  atbenben  offenbart  fich  bem  Suben* ß ß 
tum  nodjmatS  bie  <Srößc  beS  eingigen  Lottes,  ber  ein’ 
gjingeS  93oTl  nobh  btüdenber  Sned)tfchoft  bem  fonni*  ' / 

gen  Sidjte  ber  f^reiheit  micbergob.  ®S'  ijlt  bit  gtühenbe 
Jonfbarfeit,  bie  f^on  in  jebem  SBorte  beS'  @cbetbud)eS  - 

micbertönt,  unb  am  Seber  olS  bem  93cginn  beS  Jvrüh*' ^ : 

lingS  unb  bcs^neu  crmod|enben  SebenS  burch  ben  slZunb  ' 
ber  eingetnen  fyomitie  unb  io  bcS  gangen  jübifchen  SßolfeSi  ' 
ootl  gum  atusbrud  fommt.  ^n  jebem  Stüdd^en  beS  Seber»  . ' . 

tifd;eS,  bem,  gelochten  ®i,  bem  Silterfrout,  bem  Sha*  < 
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Tofe^teig^  bem  gebratenen  ^'fei)c^  unb  bem  Saljioaifet 
, liegt  ein  bebeutfame^  Symbol  ber  jiibiic^en 

unb  beä.  iubi)4en_  Sebent  unb  bie  öier  S5ccf)ec  be» 
Sßeine^,  bie  bei  öier  öerfc^iebenen  fünften  ber  Srjäfy* 
lung  gettunfen  iöerb^n,  finb  al^  bie  S3cc^cr  be»  .p  e U e 
^ l Ul  rf  e ä,  be§  '3  e g e n |!  unb  ber  S r l ö f u n g öom 
irbif^n  3ein  enge  Oerfnifibft  mit  ben  |)aupt|}^a)'en  be-3 
■»  menib^Iic^en  Seben3.  5^er  3d}luß,ruf  ber  Seberabenbe  aber  ' 
erflingt  in  bie  nie  erlöfb^enbe  ^offnung  unb  bie  fiebere 
' auf  bie  glücflu^e  Sßiebererlangung  ber  jübi» ' 

• fc^n  |)eimat:- 

\ /.3 m f 0 m nf enben  SnT^r  in  Serufalem!" 

■ '3almcnleb  faß,  beim  3eber  immer  im  roeifeen  ßirtel 
auf  i)3öl)ler  geftüßt^  alle,  ^rau,  Äinber  unb  Säfte,  fangen 
bie  feierlie^^fc^önen  SSeifen  mit  unb  Süttc  35enie3  mar' 

■ ^ an  biefen  Stbenben  bie  majeftätifc^efte  Seftalt  be»  |)au= 
fe3,  ba  fie  öoll  innerer  3ufrieben^eit  ein^erfi^ritt,  ‘baß 
^ alle»''bfinf  unb  'blanf  erftra^lte  unb  alle3  reicfilid)  unb 
-r  öortrefflicfy  ju  2;ifc^e  fam.  ^lad)  einem  Sraud^e,  ber  ben 
:.Ätnbern  jur  ©rmunterung  biente,  pflegte  man  aui^  bie 
SJfajjo  beS  9iad^tifc^e3  — SCp^ifomon  — ju  üerfteefen, 

- unb  bo3  Äinb,  roelc^e»  'bie  öerfteefte  9)ia,5^o  loieber^ 

, brachte,  ^atte  Slnfpruc^'auf  ein  Sefef^enf.  Sin  33raud),  ber  • 
^ ' ^tc  bereit»  in  SSergeffen^eit  geraten  ift. 

; ■ _ '^iefe  beiben  fc^önften  Stbenbe  be3  3ubentum3  finb 

ülferbie3  al3  ,,9^ä^te  ber  Seroac^ung"  befonberö  gefenn- 
jeitfjnet  unb  bie  SBerridjtung  be3  täglidjen  l)?ad)tgcbete» 
unterbleibt,  ba  Sott  alfein  bie  ^eilige  iRufje  biefer  iJJädjtc 
übenood^t.^ 

Vta^  ben  a<^t  ißeffac^tagen  mürbe  ba»  neue  Se- 
..  fc^irr  mieber  auf  ben  ^oben  geräumt,  ba3  alte  Se= 

• . fc^irr  fam  mieber  ^erab,  ba»  Geben  ging  im  gemo^n* 
ten  Seleife  meiter  unb  Salmenlcb  fuhr  loieber  nadb 
SSien  juriid. 

SSenn  er  ju  ben  §erbftfeienagen,  alfo  nad>  einem 

• l^^alben  Sa^re,  mieberfarn,  blieb  er  jumeift  nur  über, 
ben  2?erfcf|nung»tag,  benn  bie  fjefttage  be^nen  fic^:  ja 
mit  Unterbrechungen  über  brei  2So,^cn  au3.  Sin  bejt 
{jreiertag3gotte3bienften  faß  Salmenleb  ouf  feinem 
3tammfiß  in  ber  Shaffibiniflau»,  feine  fyrau  h^tte  in 
bem  ftreng  abgefd)loffenen  ’©eibcrabteil  für  fid)  unb  bie 

, 2^öcf)ter  eine  Sanf,  mäbrenb  Sütte  Senie»'  in  ber  „alten 
<S^ut"  ben  ererbten  Siß  innehatte. 

3um  neuen  Sahrc  fd^iefee  man  feine  harten,  fon= 
bern  münfehre  fid)  gegenfeitig,  unter  §änbebrud  eine 


j,fifieroc  toime",  ba3  ift  eine  gute  Sßermerfung  im  33udie 
beä  Sebent.'  Sin  ben  Vortagen  be3  SSerföhnungstage^ 

T..  ^e  bie  gute  Sütte  für  bie  ßapore3  ju  forgen;  jeber 
Mann  befam  einen  |)aihn,  jebe3  meibliche  fjamilien* 
glieb  eine  §enne,  bie  bann  al3  3ünbenopfer  ju  gelten 
■ haUen.  Slm  SJortoge  ber  heiligen  Sßerföhnung  mürben 
.out^_^S!Bach3fer^en  geflochten,  bie  im  Sotte^haufe  für 
bic^Äeelen  ber  SSer)totbenen  eine  ganje  9fadht  unb  einen 
' Jag  brennen  mußten. 

®or  bem  Sefuch  Sotte3bienfte»  am  S3erfö'hi® 

^ nung3abenb  (5lol  nibre)  baten  bie  ^amilienmitgliebex 

- emanier  unter  Jränen  um  S3er§eif)iung  unb  münfeh' 
ten,  „fic^  alle3  Sute  au^jubeten".  Slm  Sßerföhnungätage 

mie  'heute  noch  ~ pm' Eintritt  ber  • 
Jiämmerung^  gefaftet  unb  gebetet  unb  Sütte  S3enie3  oer^ 

- liefe  an  biefem  Jage  auh  nicht  für  einen  Slugenblicf 
•;  ba»  Sotte3hau3.  ^ 9ia<h  bem  ißofaunenfchalf,  als  3chtufe 

bc3  fjaften^,  münfhte  man  fich  gegenfeitig  eine  „Sh’fieme 
; roime",  ba3  ift  eine  gute  3^lulfiegelung  im  Sebeng- 
buche,  unb  nahm  bann  bie  ^eftmahljeit  ein. 

...  3loi|<hen  SSerfohnung3=  unb  Saubhüttenfefi  mürbe 
bie  Saubhütte  errichtet.  3almenleb  hatte  einen  fertigen 
\S3au  im  eigenen  Saufe  unb  pflegte  nur,  folange  er  noch 
5,u  Saufe  mar,  bie  9tobel§meige  fetbft  auf3  geöffnete 
Jach  5h  legen,  fo  bafe  ber  Sioimef  burd)leuchtete,  mäh* 
renb  bie  ^inber  ba»  innere  ‘ mit  bunten  ißapierfetten, 
au3gehöhlten  .Sürbiffen  unb  oergolbeten  9tüffen  fchmücf= 
ten.  Slch-t  Jage  _afe  man  in  ber  Saubhütte.  Slm  Shlußf' 
tag  ber  Serbftfefte,  om  3imd)0»i  Jhora,  gingen  alle 
Äinber  mit  f^ahnen  al3  „heilige  Sdhäfchen"  beim  Um* 
jug  mit  ben  Jorarollen  im  Sotte^haufe  mit  unb  mürben 
fobann  mit  Sleofeln  unb  9?üffen  bet  eilt.  Jie  Shaft  ibim 
•.  aber  tranfen  Meth  unb  tankten  §um  Sobe  Sötte»  bi3  fpät 
in  bie  9?acht  hinein.  - . . 

SBährenb  ber  Slbmefenheit  be3  Saulherrn  mar  ber 
3dhmiegerentel  Mottunju  ber  Slbgott  ber  eblen  fyrau. 

' ®r  nrnfete  Äibbufd)  unb  Sabbalah-®)  machen,  er  fang 
, bol  „3<holom  Sllejchem''  am  Freitag  abenb,  bie  „3emip 
i»roth"  beim  3abbattifche,  ba»  „Samambil"  om  Slulgang 
Jyb^’  3obbat,  er  richtete  bie  Saubhütte  her  unb  5Ünbete 
' bie  Shanuffalichter  an  ben  acht  Jagen  ber  Jempel* 
meih«.  Sr  hatte  fchon  lange  eine  fchbne  Stellung  in 
ber  Jireftion  eine»  Selbinftitutel,  feine  f^rou  hatte  ihm 

2»)  Segen  über  ben  2Betn  im  §aufe  am  Sobbatein»  unb 
'Jlusgong.  ■ 
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brci  ftinbcr^ert  gefc^enfr  unb  er  ino^ntc  in  einer  gioKcn 
SSo^nung  am  ajiarfiplajj;  aber  bic  gute  S.iitte  mu|ie - 
die  it)K  5Hnber  bei  2:ifd)c  ^aben,  fonft  ,^atte  fie  feinen 
Cincg^idjabbcT’  unb  Teinen ' CinegfSomtoro.^o)  • 

^ Sctol;  au£^  auf  biefe  mu^ie  bie  ^r^en^gute 

^rau  alfmär;lid>  ocr^idjicn.  Ss  mar  i^r  trot’,  i^rer  großen  ’ 
f^rommigfeir  nidjt  oergönnt,  bie  Xoge  liaters  in 
«u^c  unb  innerer  ^ufriebcnfiett  gu  o erbringen;  benn  .. 
ba?  ©eie^icf  fügte  es,  baß  neben  i^rem  eingigen  So^ne 
aucß  iibrigen  erroarfjfenen  2J?anner  boe  §ou^  Derliejfcn, 
fo  baf5  fie  fid)  immer  einfomer  gu  fü^lb  begonn.  v “ 


ed)on  m ben  fiebgiger  Sauren  fd^moll  eine  l^eftige  v '• 
^eroegung  bei  ber  jübifd;cn  Sugenb  on,  bie  bagu  füf)rte, 
bot  bas  tahnubifd^c  Stubium  nidjt  me^r  ol^  alteiniger 
^ebensgmeef  angefef)en  mürbe;  junge  Seute  in  ben  golü  , 
glichen  Stübten  legten  bie  altertümtid^e  Xrad^t  ob  unb  ' 
ftrömten,  oue^  innertidj  geläu'tert,  ben  mettliden  Stu-  ' 
bien  gu.  . . 

33robl)  l^atte  ein  rein  beutfd^c^'  ©ßmnafium.  unb  ein 
pnger  reformotorife^cr  ßobf  roirfte  als  'Oieligions^jro- 
fe)]or  auf  bie  (Gemüter  ber  jungen  Seute  mdc^lig  ein.  gr ' ■ 

ging  fo  meit,  fogor  einen  eigenen  ©ottesbienft  nrn^  ; 
bpifc^em  SKufter  eingufü^ren,  bei  bem  er  fetbft.  ^jre- 

fo  langfam  bas  3ctotifd^.e  unb  *bem  . ' 
brofti|d)en  Sebensgmed  ^uroibertoufenbe  'aud  unb  ei  gob  'v 
mit  ber  3eit  oiete  |)äuier,  mo  Soeben  unb'  jRoiuben,  ''  . -3 
UJelbgablen  unb  ^o^ren  am  Samitag  nid)t  me^r  afi  ein  . 
tobestourbiges  33erbred)en  ongefef)en  mürbe,  gr  mar 
aber  babei  oon  einer  glübenben  Siebe  gum  öubentum  ^ 
unb  eine  gro|e  3abl  feiner  Sebiiter  monbte 
ftdj  bem  tHabbinate  gu,  anbere  mürben  SSortämpfer  ber-' 
gioni|tiffbcn  3bee.  gS  mar  oiefteiebt  notmenbig,  baß 
bem  ftrengen  äu6erli<ben  unb  inneren  3nmng  eine  etmoä;  ' 
milbere^  9iübtung  entgegcngebolten  mürbe,  bomit  ber  ’ „ 
jugenbliebc  Sinn/  ber  oon  Siatur  oui!  frei  unb  unge^"-'  . 
bunben  ift,  bem  ^bentum  in  einer  neuen,  feineiroegi ' 
fibablicben  Jyorm  jr^alten  bleibe.  Xoä)  biefe  Seftre^'  ‘ V 
bungen  bes  ißrofefforS  .^rgl,  ber  oud^  bie  neue  jübifd^ 
Staute  , mit  beutfc^cr  Unterric^tsf^jroc^e,  im  öegenfoße 
gum  g^eber,  mitbegrünbet  I)atte,  mürben  oon  ben  g-rom» 
men  als  fe^crife^  betrad^tet,  unb  er  felbft  Oermünfefit  • 
unb  in  2td)t  unb  iSann  getan.  . ' • . . , • 

“®)  cobbat»  unb  gdtfagsfteube.  ' ' _ . ’ ■ v^-.  . ^ " 


. 3n  tätigten  unb  in  allen  oermanbren  Säubern  fe^en 
bic  .ftrenggtäubigen  .Subert  mir  SBibenoillen  auf  jebe 
ifieuerung,  bie  i|rem  "altgeroof)nten  ginerlei  ftörenb  ent= 
gegenftefi't.  ^Sie  alten  Siigiplinen  ber  el^rmürbigen  lieber^ 
lieferung  merben  mie  ein  Heiligtum  in  ber  fyamilie 
meitergetel^rt  unb  bai  gange  Seben  barnad^i  eingerichtet. 
3imge  Seute  muffen,  mie  oor  hunberten  fahren,  ben 
,2atmub  ftubicren  unb  bann  eine  S^odjter  auS  einem 
Saufe  heiraten,  mo  gtei^fatts'  bie  uralten,  mettfremben 
-@eroof)nheiten  herrfd^en,  feb/iefetii)  nach  einem  Seben  ooll 
müßiger  _ ©efchoutichfeit  ein  iRabbinat  ober  ein  Äoüf=> 
mann^gefchäft  anftreben,  aber  ba»  ©etriebc  ber  großen 
JBelt  ot^  gefahroott  unb  bem  Seelenheil  abhotb  meiben. 
>'i  S^r  .mie  ber  junge  SSein  nkhi  ioi  engen  gefdße 
Oerbteiben  fann,  fo  fönnen  bie  engen  Schranten  bed 
häu^tuh'en  ©efichtdfreifed  bie  Sugenb  ni(^t  bauernb  feft* 
hotten.  35ie^23klt  fteht  nicht  ftitt,  unb  ed'  gefch-ieht  gemiß 
nicht  gum  Staben  bed  ^bentumd,  menn  man  ben  jun=> 

■ gen  Seuten  bie  SBege  in  bie  meiten  unb  fchmierigen  gefilbe 
bed  Sebend  beigeiren  ebnet,  atd  menn  man  fie  erft  fpät 
. atd  oöttig  grmadhienc  hdftod  unb  unerfahren  oufd  @e=> 
ratemoht  oor  ben  harten  Äumpf  umd  3!afein  ftetit.  Unb 
biefer  Sampf  bteibt  feinem  Suben  erfpart. 

^ Sotmenteb  hätte  old  Stnhängcr  ber  altüberlieferten 
Sitten  nicht  ohneroeiterd  gugelaffcn,  baß  feine  ^inber 
ein  gßmnafium  befuchen.  Stber  er  mar  ja  in  SBien 
unb  fonnte  feine  gemohnte  Stutorität  nicht  tnehr  in  ge=- 
hörigem  äRahe  gur  ©eltung  bringen,  unb  fo  fam  ed, 
bag;  ber  Sd).miegerenfet  unb  bie  Söhne  fieh  nach  onb 
’nad>  gum  ^^ntritt  in  bie  SRittetfehufe  metbeten.  Sie 
normen  mit  jugenbtichem  gifer  ben  tampf  gegen  ein» 
geftcifchte  SSorurteite  auf  unb  ließen  fich  Oon  einer  neu 
auffd;,äumenben  SSelte  in  ben  Strom,  bed  Sebend  hin» 
. eintreiben. 

5)od>  nicht  atte  erreichten  bad  geftedte  3iet- 

5^er  Sehmiegerenfet,  ber  ben  Saudherrn  bei  Jifche 
erfeßre,  mürbe  3iebafteur  einer  grogen  3^itung  in  Ära» 
fau  unb  oon  ben  Söhnen  ooltenbete  nur  ber  brüte 
feine  Stubien  mit  Studgeichnung  unb  begob  fich  an  bie 
'Rabbinerhoihfchule  in  S3re-dtaii,  m'o  ©rößen  mie  ©räß 
feine  Sehrer  mürben,  fyör  bie  anberen  Söhne  ober 
•mar  bie  fehlcnbe  oacertidje  3tuffich-t  oon  fchted)tcn  fyolgen 
begteüet,  benn  fie  oerlicßen  opne  triftigen  ©runb  jäh 
ihre  Stubien  unb  bad  Staterhous  für  immer.  3tuch  hi<^t: 
bwahrheitete  fich:  bas  alte  ÜSorf,  baß  fd;(cd)te  ©efelt» 
fdjaft  gute  Sitten  oerberbc. 
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Xct  ölteftc  3o^n  ließ  jid>  ooit  einem  ^anatifer, 
ber  großen  ßinfiuß  auf  if)n  geroann,  bem  loeltlic^en 
^lubium  entreißen  unb  in  tagetangen  pf)ontofieoollen 
Ti^purtn  gum  §cIoti)djen  S^affibi^mus  befetjren.  3^ie  ' 
Sdjilberungen  ber  großartigen  §oft)aItung  be&  2Sunber=’  . ‘ - 

rabbi  in  Sbclg  übten  auf  bas  empfängliche  üiemüt  bes 
. jungen  ÜKanncs  einen  berartigen  (Sinflußi  ous,  baß  er  ■ - ' 

dnes  3:agc5  ploßlid)  unter  großen  Strapazen  ju  ■ 

5uß  borthin  manberte.  Ta  mar  es  mieber  bk  tiebebollc  . 

©rofemuiter,  bie  if)m  troß  ipres  Stiters  auf  feiner  flucht 
folgte  nnb  bnrd)  Seute,  bie  ben  Jüngling  gefehen  ^abcrir  ' 
aufmerffam  gemodjt,  felbft  ermübet  unb  gef^roätht  Dom  ' 
giellofen  ^crurnfapren,  ben  oöllig  Srmatteten  in  einem 
SBatbe  betenb  ontraf.  3ie  fonnte  i^n  nid)t  jur  Umfehr 
bercegen,  benn  infolge  ber  häufigen,  unberbienten  horten 
Züchtigungen  burch  ben  SSoter  hotte  fich  bei  allen  3öh^ 
nen  ein  eigenartiger  3tarrfinn  eingeniftet,  unb  fo  blieb 
ber  alten  grou  nichts  übrig,  oB  ihn  Riehen  5U  laffen, 
ober  fie  begleitete  ihn  bk  Selj,  oerforgte  ipn  mit 
■ allem  Siötigen  unb  gab  ihm  ihren  Segen,  dr  blieb  ; 
geitlebens'  einer  ber  müßigen  Tifchgenoffen  ber  ©eljer’* ' ' • 

Tßnaftie,  roo  Sohn  auf  Später  folgt  unb  äohllofen  9?ie-  ’ " ' ^ • 

^ bergebrüdten  fRot  unb  |)üfe  fpenbet,  möfür  auch,  reicher 

Sohn  flie^i;  booon  midier  merben  bk  glöubigen  . 

hänget  bes  2!Bunberrobbi  berföftigt,  benn  fie  alle  finb  V . 
hochbeglüdt,  menn  fk  einen  öiffen  einer  Speifc  cr=»  . , . 
langen  fönnen,  bie  ber  2Rann  OJottes  nur  berührt  hot-  " . • 

Heber  biefes  Scrfchminben  be§  ^anatiferS  frönftc  fich  ' . ' 

bie  ollmählich  altcrnbe  ßütte  meniger,  meil  fie  ihn  jo  ^ \ > 

gut  aufgehoben  mufete  unb  bie  Hoffnung  ^gte/  boft  ' -V- s’ " 
er,  ber  ben  SRomen  ihre^'  berftorbenen  Qiatten  trug,*  /..  . ; . 

beim  gottergebenen  9iabbi  auch;  füt  ih^  Seelenheil  beten  ' ' . 

merbe.  . • . . ' V . 

Stber  ber  jmeitc  Sohn  geriet  in  bie  @d’eüf<hoft  ■ * i / 

fdhlcchtc^  ^reunbe,  bie  bas  höchlte  @Iücf  im  ^u^geben  ' ' ' ' 

großer  Summen  fohen,  unb  er  liefe  fidh  oon  ihnen  auch  ' . c 
bereben,  noch  bent  golbreichen  Slmerifa  a^umanbern,;'  ’ , . 

um_  fich^  ba^  nötige  Qklb  §u  einem  forglofen  Seben  ju' ^ . 

bcrfchaffen.  Unb  meil  bie  ©Item  unb  alle  bernünftigen  * ; 

Scute  gegen  bie  Seereife  eines’  fo  jungen  DRenfchen  maren/  * 

•,  bcrfdjmanb  er  bei  Sioefet  unb  Diebel,  ohne  fich  öoni' 
feinen  21ngchörigen  ^u  berabfefekben.  Tie  unerfahrene'  . 

ßugenb  löfei  fich  gar  gerne  bon  gleichaltrigen  öenoffen,  “• 
bie  boö  Seben  als  Stätte  bes  Vergnügens  betrachten, 
gu  unüberlegten  Schritten  nerleiten  unb  bon  bem'  ün»  - ' ‘ 

berontmortl^en  2Bohn  betören,  bafe  bas,  maS  bie  ßltern  • . 
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möllen,  für  bie  Seichtlebigteit  hioberlich  ife-  3“  fpät 
fontmen  bann  bie  jungen  Seute  gur  bitteren  ©rfenntniS, 

■ bafe  bie  einzigen  guten  ^reunbe,  bie  fie.  im  Seben  hotten, 
nur  ihre  Sltern  maren;  ober  fie  lernen  in  Tagen  ber 

■ Slrbeit  unb  ber  ®ntbehtung  baS  Seben  fennen  unb  füh* 
Icn  bann  am  eigenen  Seibe,  bafe;  nur  „feture  SBochen" 
„frohe  ^fte"  bringen  tonnen.  ‘So  mufete  fich  ouch 

■ ber  gmeite  Sopn  SalmenlebS  in  ber  SReuenSSclt  jahre* 
■-/lang  fchmer  unb  bitter  plagen,  biS(  er  eS  gu  einer  ge?» 

fiefeerten  fdhönen  Stellung  bringen  fonnte,  aber  er  holte 
.■  füh  bomit  auh  ben  Äcim  gu  feinem  frühen  Tobe,  ben 
eine  junge  ^cau  unb  brei  tleine  Äinber  beflagten. 

'■  Sm  §a::k  SalmenlebS  blieben  alfo  mit  ber 
nur  bie  meitlidhen  2Kitglieber  unb  ber  gang  junge  Sohn 
gutücf,  ber  tm'  ©efchöfte  tätig  mar,  aber  bereit»  bar* 

_ * nad)  ftrdbte,  feinem'  93ruber  über  ben  Ogean  gu  folgen.  Zo 
biefen  feelifcfien  Schmergen  ber  alten  fj^au  tarn  noch 
bie  Slrbeit  . in  ber  SDBirtfehoft,  bie  für  fie  gtemlidh  cm* 
ftrengenb  jear,  unb  bie  Aufregung  über  bie  3lbmefen=’ 
heit  ihres-  geliebten  SofeneS,  beffen  führenbe  §anb  bem 
. |)oufe  fehlte;  roeiterS  baS  gefpannte  SSerhältniS  gmifefeen 
-•  ihr  unb  ber  Schmiegertochter,  bk  fidh  io  ©ef^äftSan* 
gelegenheiten  ni^tS  breinreben  liefe  unb  auch  öoeh  ih^e 
alte  SRutter  ins  |iauS  genommen  hatte  — all  bieS  mar 
für  bie  geitlebens  raftlofe  f^rau  eine  gu  horte  fßtöfung 
unb  Sierben  unb  OrgonismuS  gerieten  eineS  Tage»  ur* 
plöfelidh  ins  Stoden.  Sütte  93enkS  oerliefeen  nach  jahre* 
langer  unermüblicher  Slrbeit  auf  einmal  bie  Kräfte.  31n 
einem  falten  SKärgtage  fonnte  fie,  bie  in  ihrem  gangen 
Seben  nicht  emftlidh  front  gemefen  mar,  infolge  oon 
^mäche  boS  Vett  ni^t  mehr  berfaffen,  unb  ber  alte, 

^ tüchtige  Toftor  Schomftein,  ber  bor  Sohi^^o  Salmen* 
leblbaS  Seben  gerettet  hotte,  mürbe  herbeigeholt.  @r  jmter*. 
fudhte  lange  bie  alte  5*^ou,  bann  ging  er  mit  ber  Schmie* 
gertodhter  inS  SRebengimmer  unb  fagte  ihr,  bafe  bie  Ärant* 
i h^it  abfolut  töblich  fei.  " 

■ „(Sine  SRafdhine  mufe  auch  einmal  raften,"  meinte 
er,  „menn  fie  aber  ‘immer  unb  immer  tätig  ift,  bann 
brauet  fie  fid;  auf  unb  bleibt  fchliefelidh  für  emig  flehen." 

, . • Ter  auffallcnbe  SSerfoIl  ber  Kräfte  liefe  ein  balbigeS 
6nbe  bermuten,  unb  ber  erfahrene  Strgt  erflärte,  menn 
man  baS  eingige  ßinb  an  baS  Totenbett  berufen  molle, 
..  fo  müfete  eS  fofort  gefchehen,  benn  e»  beftehe  bie  ©e* 
fahr,  bafe  bet  Sofen  feine  SRutter  nicht  mehr  lebenb 
'antreffen  merbe.  C:  cr  . . • 
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Xic  Sdjipicgeriorfjtcr  rouble,  bafe  cine  3icife  oon 
Si'icii  nodj  Srobg  on  ben  bamal^’  I;crrfd)cnbcn  falten 
•2d;nectagen  fe^r  befdjiucrhd)  jet,  and)  nmb  ber  große 
^rüßja^rdlnarft  t» or  ber  Jür  unb  ein  ?:rnbleiben  oon 
^ien  n?äre  ju  bicjer  t>on  unnjicberb.ingltd^em  9?ac^ 
teil  getoefen,  fo  jog  fie  e>$  oor,  ben  rin5igcn  5o^n 
Don  ber  ^lo^Iic^cn  (Srfranfung  feiner  .utter  DorBu* 
fig  gar  nic^t  gu  bcrftanbigen.  Xie  alte  ' ran  beruhigte 
fie  über  il)ren  ßuftanb  unb  ließ  fie  ..  if)r  eigene^ 

93ett  in5  -^lafginnner  legen.  •.  • 

^üttc  iSenies  na^nv  alleö  at3atJ)if<^  bin  unb  fprae^ 
mit  niemanbem  ein  'Bort!  (Sine  B^ülang  lag  Jie  rußig  . 
in  bem  Sette^  ber  2d)miegcrtocßter,  bann  aber  ftanb' 
fie  mit  bem  Slufgebot  aller  ^iräfte  Dom  unge«  . 

moßntcn  loeicßen  Sette  auf,  fcßlicß  in  ißr  3intmer  unb- 
Heß  fieß  Dom  i^ienftmöbeßen  ouf  bem  breiten  Seber-« 
biman,  auf  bem  fie  ftets  gefd)(afen  ßatte,  bac'  Sett  moc^n. 

1 „S<ß  mill  in  meinem  Sette  fterben/'  fagte  fie  furg. 

mar  ein  graufc^  Sifb,  mie  bie  alte  f^rau  mit 
ßalb  umgeßängiem  iRod  in  bie  2tube  gefroren  fam . 
unb  ben  fRuf  ausftieß:  ^ 

^ ,/Sfß  miff  in  nteinem  Sette  fterben!" 

• Sin  Seßaubern  erfaßte  alle  unb  nicmanb  mogte 

ctroas  gu  ermibem.  • • 

Son  bo  ob  trat  ßoße§  lieber  ein  unb  Sütte  Senie§ 
naßm  nur  ob  unb  gu  einen  "Xrunf  SSaffer  gu  fieß;  mie  ’ 
fie  merfte,  baß  arte  Srlekßlerungen  ber  eingetretenen 
Serftopfung  feßlfeßlugen,  bat  fie,  um  eine  alte  ^rou,  v 
eine  Sorfagcrin,  gu  f^iefen,  bamit  fie  mit  ißr  “bieSBibbe,  \ . 
baä  Sünbenbefenntni^,  fpreeßen  tonne,  bann  tag  fie  mit- 
offeneri  Singen  finnenb  ba  ,unb  50b  feine  Sleußerung  ' - 
meßr  Don  füß:.  • ' . 

Xoß  um  ißren  eingigen  Soßn'natß  SBien  telegra*  ' '' 

pßiert  TDurbe,  roar  bei  ißr  fclbftoerftänblkß,  .^er  met 
ßätte  et  tun  follen,  ba  es  bie  Stßroiegcrtocßtet  nießt 
tun  rooltte?  Sßr  eingiger  Sdpoiegerenfel  ilRottunfu  mor 
ja  in  ^ofau,  ber  oltefte  Snfel  Soffati  faß  in  ber  Seftßuba  ^ . 
beim  SSunberr-abbi  in  Selg,  ber  gmeite  Snfel  toeilte,  in  - . 1 ' ' 
SImerifa,  ber  britte  ftubierte  in  Srestau  unb  bie  Snte* 
linnen  ßätten  eö'  nitßt  geroogt,  ißrer  SRiuter  gu  mibetf  '.i 
fpreeßen.  ßg  moltte  ober  gu^  niemonb  glouben,  baß  • ' ; 
bie  Äranfßeit  fo  gefäßrli;ß  fei,  benn  bie  eiferite  fRotur 
ber  SJroßmutter  mar  ja  fprüßmörtlicß.  , • ’ 

' 2Im  brüten  Xogc  ber  (^'franfung,  on  einem  Xonncrf=  *- 
tag,  am  Joge- bes  ßftßer*5'often^,  faß  man  feßon  beurfidß'.  , 


•V 


31 


\ 

( 

kw 


V ' • 


1 V-.' 


baä  0d;roinben  bet  Äebenlfraft,  unb  in  allen  Spnagogen 
bet  Stabt  mürben  ifSfatnten  für  'bie  QJenefung  bet  alten 
grau  gebetet.  ' 

greitag  faß  man  eä’  ber  Seßroetfranfen  an,  baß 
fie  fi(ß  nur  mit  crußerfler  übetmenfcßlicßet  Slnßrengung 
bei  Seroußtfein  erßielt,  meil  fie  gnterficßtlicß  ßoffte,  ißr 
geliebte^  ft'inb  nocßi  oor  bem  Xobe  feßen  gu  fönnen. 
Sei  jebem  Deffnen  ber  Xür  blidte  fie  mü  ben  faßt 
abgeftorbenen  Slugen,  bie  in  ißrer  matten  Släue  notß 
immer  einen  müeßtigen  Sinbrud  übten,  ouf,  in  ber 
fießeren  Srmartung,  baß  ißt  Satmenleb,  ber  ja  f(ßon 
ionge  auf  bem  SBege  natßi  Stobß  fein  mußte,  ßerein= 
fommeh  rcerbe,  um.  ißr  baäi  Sterben  gu  erleicßtern. 

SBie.  fieß  bie  fUlärgenfonne  bereite  gum  Untergange 
neigte  unb  ber  Sabbateingang  ßeranrüdte,  füllte  fkß  bag 
3immer  immer  meßr  mit  Seuten,  bi^'  in  bie  näßen 
Spnagogen  gum  Slbenbgebete  gingen,  ober  früßer  no(ß 
einen  Süd  &r  allbeliebten  Sterbenben  mibmen  mollten. 
Sie  ober  lag  gang  ftill  ba,  bie  erblaßten  ,^gen  gegegi 
bie  3^WTmerbede  ^eriißitet.  , . • 

2öag  bie  arme  grau  in  biefem  teg.ten  Slugenblid 
ißreg  ftßidfalgreicßen  Sebeng  gelitten,  moran  fie  in  ißrer 
Sterbeftunbe  gebadet  ßaben  mag,  bog  meiß  nur  Sott 
oflein.  SIber  bag  eine  ift  fießer,  baß  in  biefem ‘ernften 
SRomente  ber  gange  Seßmerg  unb  ber  gange  Jammer 
einer  Hebenben  3J?uttcr  ißr  bittereg  §erg  germürbte,  meil 
ißr  eingigeg  Äinb,  bem  allein  fie  ißre  3ugenb  unb  ißre 
Siebe  geopfert  ßat,  baß  ißr  geliebter  Salmenleb,  für 
ben  fie  ofleg  bureß  ooßre  ftill  gebulbct  unb  ertragen 
ßat,  nidjt  an  ißrem  Sterbebette  ftanb,  um  Dön  ißr 
feßieb  gu  neßmen  unb  ißr  bie  Slugen  gugubrüden. 

. ^Ig  fd)on  ber  leßte  Slbenbbämmerfdßein  but^g  gen* 
ßer  fiel  unb  bie  Stube  fieß  gang  mit  Seuten  füllte,  ^bic 
beim  Sterben  biefer  großen  Soßltöterin  gugegen  'fein 
mollten,  ba  ftreifte  ißr  fterbenber  Slid  einen  großen 
3Jiann  mir  langem,  braunem  Sart  unb  39linber. 

„Salmenleb,  bift  bu  eg?"  fragte  fie  mit  bteeßenber 
Stimme.  . • t 

„fRein!"  ßalltc  e>  ßart  in  bie  „Stube  gurüd. 

„Xann  reitßt  mir  bie  bergen  gum  Stcßtbcnfrßen, 
am  Sd}abbei'  ioirb  ja  mein  Äinb  nießt 
faßten." 

Unb  man  ftellre  bie  Sabbotlidjter  Dor  bie  Sterbenbe, 
ftüßte  fie  mit  ben  Stiftern,  unb  ba  bebedte  fie  mit 
beiben  .fbänben  bac  'Sefidu,  ]oie  fie  eg  immer  gu  tun 
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pflegte,  fpraii  ten  3cgct'.Mprud}  unD  ein  %6et  für 
i^t  Äinb.unD  tfjre  Snfel,  bann  murmelte  fie  no^  ba^ 
5c^ema'unb  fünf  ermattet  in  bie  '^ölfter  jurucf. 

Xit  '3unmüitftcl)enben  beugten  fid;  über  bie  fffrau . 
■’unb  rcollten  i^r"Grle{d>lerung  bringen,  fie  aber  regte 
.fidj  nii^i  melir  — bie  fdjonen  Slugen  l)atten  fic^  für 
immer  gefdrtoffen.  Sofort  begann  ein  Ijers^erbrec^enbeä 
■•S^reien  unb  , jammern,  Da^  fic^  oon  ber  Stube  bi^ 
auf  bie  öaffe  fortpflan.^te.  Tie  frommen  riefen,  bafe 
man  am  Sabbat  nic^t  meinen  bürfe,  aber  roet  tonnte  ; 

. feinen  Sdimerj'  jurüdljalten,  ba  biefe»'  gute,  marine  Serj 
' j'ür  immer  ju  f^tagen  aufge^ört  ^atl_  . ^ ‘ 

SBütoen  unb  ÜSaifen,  '2lrme  untv  ßlcnbe,  .^ranfe  unb/  ^ 
' (^brred):lidie  ftanben  auf  bet  öaffe  unb  mei)ftaglen  über'  . 
betf  SJerluft  il}ter  33ef^ügerin.  -SBer  roirb  il)iten  ÄleW 
bung  unb  tJJafjrung  fo  ’ceitblid);  fpenben?  2Ser^  roirb 
’>ibnen  £inberung  jür  iljrc  Sdjmerjen  bringen?  ©er  roirb. 
ihnen  femerljin  in  i^ret^  bitteren  9tot' beiftetten?  ^ v 
(.  Sange '> p:anben  fie  alle  ]cblu(bf>enb  ba,  all^  müßten  \ 
fie  mit  ihrer  ©obitater-i;  Oereint  bleiben  unb  ihr  fol= 

^ gep,  ober  ein  bid)ter  tUtur^enff^nee-  unb  eine  grimmige 
■ - ftälte  trieben  fie  fchlicElich  in.  ihre  -flellerroohnungen  _ 
mrüd.  ’ ’ 

3^ie  mafeftätifdie  ^feftalt  ber  (Sfdyeä  Shafil' aber 
lag  ruhig  ba,  feine  9Jiiene . oeriinbert,  ein  Silb  ber  Gr^’ 
habenbeit  unb  ber  ©rcfic  aud)  _ nojh^  int  lobe.  9tur 
- ein  roehmütiger  3it0  umflog  bie  fahlen  Sippen,  ber 
’ lebte  Sdjmer.},  bag  man  ihr  e in§ i ge ^ .iHnb  oon 
ihrem  -Sterbebette  ferngelaffen  h«tte.  ^ - 


5 * 


i^aä  roar  bab  Gnbe  biefer  eblen  f^-rau. 
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Seraramlt'jbtucf  aii-i  '3?r.  I4-2-2  bec  „Cofterrciitiiicben  3'Jod)enfdinft‘ 
Xtu4  oon  e.  50ect  >St  3o^n,  3St<n,  V1I._^  . 
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Reb , (Alter? ) Dobachütz. Yetta  (nee  Benies) 
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Rabbi  Moshe  Issachav'  Landau 
b, 1836, d, 1894 


2 Sisters  3 Brothers  ' ( 

Reb,  Mark  US  Al  einander  Landau-»*  Sophie 
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I d,1912(?) 

I ' T i i T 

/ Bernard  Lieber  Max  Manya  Chane 
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The  life  of  a Noble  Woman 


By  Adolph  Heinrich  Landau,  Wiener  Neustadt 

She  was  built  majestically  with  a tall,  full  figure,  she  had  a noble  facial 
expression  and  large  eyes  with  a mild  look.  The  high  forehead  was  framed  by  a 
smooth  “Shekel”  (wig)  and  on  Saturdays  and  holidays  a soft  wreath  of  pearls, 
the  “Stimtuchel,”  glowed  around  her  temple.  On  these  days  she  also  wore 
black,  heavy  clothes,  a silk  scarf  and  two  earrings  covered  with  artfully  chased 
(?)  precious  stones. 

That  was  the  attire  of  the  old  Jewish  patrician.  So  she  appeared  in  the  House  of 
God,  so  she  received  her  guests  and  so  she  sat  on  her  husband’s  right  side  at 
the  holiday  table.  On  weekdays  the  busy  woman  wore  a simple  gown.  She 
cooked  and  baked  herself,  decided  on  the  meals  and  served  them  herself,  gave 
the  children  sweets,  dealt  with  their  youthful  high  spirits;  besides  she  always  still 
had  time  to  enquire  how  business  was  and  banish  her  husband’s  worries  with  a 
few  encouraging  words. 

Such  a woman  was  my  great-grandmother,  Jutte  Benies.  As  the  only  daughter 
she  had  grown  up  among  wealthy  means  and  brought  into  the  marriage  heavy 
gold  and  silver  dishes,  old  fashioned  nacks  (?),  brass  and  copper  items,  velvet 
and  silk  dresses,  lingerie,  and  enormous  amount  of  jewelry,  much  furniture, 
household  effects  and  a well  run  dry  goods  store  in,  at  that  time,  the  important 
trading  town  of  Brody.  At  that  time  that  was  an  imposing  fortune,  and  when 
God  gave  her  a son,  he  had  to  be  introduced  to  all  branches  of  knowledge  of 
Hebrew  Theology,  casuistry,  like  all  rich  children  to  the  leading  Talmud 
teachers  of  his  time.  He  remained  her  only  child  and  her  whole  thinking  and 
soul  belonged  only  to  him. 

The  Ufe  task  of  a pious  Jewish  wife  is  to  give  many  children  to  Judaism  and  to 
raise  them  so  that  “they  find  pleasure  with  God  and  fellow  men.”  But  when  a 
Jewish  woman  has  one  child  only,  then  her  entire  feeling  and  thinking,  her 
whole  life  and  striving  revolves  around  nothing  else  but  that  one  child.  At  early 
prayer,  at  table  blessing,  at  evening  prayer,  at  candle  lighting,  in  short,  at  all 
occasions,  she  only  has  that  child  on  her  mind. 

This  child,  named  Salmanleb,  had  become  a strong,  healthy  young  man  under 
the  careful  rearing  of  his  parents  and  eagerly  followed  his  scientific  studies.  But 
at  age  18  the  young  man  was  suddenly  laid  low  by  a nasty  disease,  for  several 
days  with  high  fever,  said  strange  things  and  did  not  know  what  went  on 


she  saw  on  the  day  she  had  g^ven  away  her  child’s  possession.  “Y our  child  will 
remain  healthy,  take  the  things  back  and  pay  their  true  value,”  said  the 
honorable  man,  and  when  he  received  the  money,  returned  the  trunk  with  its 
valuable  contents.  (The  money  went  to  the  poor.) 

Since  that  day  there  was  a bitter  seriousness  in  her  beautiful  face  and  nobody 
saw  her  laugh  or  participate  in  pleasures.  The  dark  widow  clothes  remained  her  ' 
only  dress. 

The  young  and  rich  widow  lived  quietly  an  retired,  only  for  her  child,  and  left 
the  large  business  to  her  Salmanleb,  assisted  by  various  helpers  who  knew  how 
to  satisfy  a wide  circle  of  customers. 

At  that  time,  and  partly  still  today,  it  was  the  custom  in  pious  Jewish  houses, 
that  a young  man  should  meet  a gid  and  court  with  her  parents.  There  were  no 
balls  of  festivals  for  young  people  to  flirt.  When  young  gids  wanted  to  learn  to 
dance,  they  could  onty  dance  with  girls,  and  pious  young  men  did  no  dance  at 
all  Only  at  certaia  occasions  and  then  it  was  hopping  similar  to  dervish  dances. 
There  were  no  excursions  or  secret  meeting  places  where  the  first  attempts 
could  be  made  to  come  closer,  there  were  no  tennis  games,  no  skiing  and 
tobogganing,  no  swimming  or  rowing,  no  bicycling,  no  mountain  tours,  young 
people  could  not  even  meet  in  coffee  houses,  and  one  lived  quite  well  and 
content  as  today.  There  was  a strong  moral  discipline  and  before  marriage 
young  girls  did  not  know  men  except  their  brothers,  were  never  seen  in  the 
street  with  a man  and  were  mosdy  kept  from  going  to  the  theatre.  Nobody 
asked  whether  this  was  good  for  later  life.  Anyhow,  it  did  not  hurt  the  girls, 
they  all  became  efficient  and  brave  housewives  who  took  care  of  home  and 
children,  but  had  no  interest  in  summer  excursions,  bars,  concerts  or  balls. 

When  Salmanleb  had  women  ad  daughters  as  customers  while  choosing 
materials,  it  never  occurred  to  him  to  look  at  these  girls  and  meet  their  looks, 
(something  missing) 

It  was  Malchen  , the  oldest  daughter  in  the  house  of  Chajes.  She  was  not  rich 
but  pretty  and  was  considered  educated  for  the  concepts  of  the  time.  Her 
father  studied  philosophy  and  permitted  his  children  to  read  German  books 
which  was  looked  down  upon  in  pious  families  and  absolutely  forbidden  to 
young  Talmudic  students.  Many  matches  were  su^;ested  to  Salmanleb  but 
among  all  the  girls,  none  entered  his  life  suddenly,  (something  missing) 


For  a long  time  Saknenleb’s  father  prayed:  “Whatever  threatens  you,  what  bad 
thing  are  meant  for  you,  I take  it  on  myself,  my  whole  life  for  you  health.  Hear 
my  plea.  My  only  God!.”  After  those  words  he  took  off  shoes  and  upper 
clothes  and  spoke  loudly  the  Hebrew  sentences:  “I  stand  for  my  son.  I release 
him  from  trouble,  my  body  for  his  body,  my  life  for  his  life.” 

Juette  Benies  entered  the  room.  She  already  realbed  that  her  husband  had  done ' 
his  share  as  she  had.  But  they  kept  silent,  only  exchanged  silent  looks  and 
understood  each  other. 

Salmeleb  slept  for  a very  long  time,  a whole  day  and  a whole  night  The  many 
quacks  had  already  disappeared,  only  the  young  Viennese  physician  appeared 
twice  daily  at  the  bedside.  He  soon  realized  that  this  sleep  would  bring  recovery 
and  after  waking  up,  the  fever  had  almost  gone.  When  the  doctor  came  and 
examined  the  young  man,  he  could  tell  the  worried  parents  to  their  face  that 
serious  danger  was  over  and  that  the  strong  nature  of  the  young  body  would 
conquer  the  sickness  soon. 

The  mother  thought  that  the  God-fearing  rabbi  had  helped  and  the  father  felt 
that  God  in  heaven  heard  his  plea.  Salmenleb  soon  recovered  and  developed 
into  a taU  and  strong  man.  He  no  longer  occupied  himself  with  Talmudic 
sciences  but  only  learned  the  business  of  his  father  and  tried  to  win  contact  wit 
the  large  houses  of  his  business  branches  inland  and  abroad,  (words  missing) 

At  that  time  Brody  was  on  of  the  bi^est  trading  places  of  the  monarchy.  There 
was  free  trade  with  Russia.  Brody  merchants  were  regular  visitors  to  the  Leipzig 
“Messe”  (fair),  bought  in  Manchester,  Liverpool  and  were  seen  in  all  other 
world  places. 

Salmanleb,  hardly  20  years  old,  rapidly  grasped  all  trade  sciences  (through  his 
Talmudic  discipline)  and  gained  the  trust  of  large  department  stores.  In  spite  of 
his  youth,  people  liked  to  listen  to  him  everywhere,  and  he  was  often  asked  for 
advice  when  mutual  interests  were  represented. 

Proudly  the  parents  looked  upon  their  son  and  already  parties  were  suggested 
by  rich  families  — the  Saknanleb’s  father  died  a year  after  the  recovery  of  his 
son.  It  was  a brief  disease,  after  three  days  of  unconsciousness,  the  man  was 
dead  without  establishing  the  cause  of  his  end. 

Hardly  was  the  mourning  week  over,  when  the  young  widow,  upset  by  pain, 
hurried  to  the  Ma^d.  She  talked  with  him  for  a long  time  and  told  him  what 


to  me  yourself.  When  your  child  regains  his  health,  you  can  buy  back 
everything.” 

It  was  as  though  a stone  had  fallen  from  the  pious  woman’s  heart  She  knew 
what  it  meant  when  the  scholar  spoke  to  a woman,  and  even  gave  special 
advice.  She  had  the  feeling  that  just  through  his  words  her  son  would  get  welL 
She  went  home,  packed  evcr3rthing  into  a large  trunk  and  carried  it  herself, 
panting  under  the  burden,  to  the  learned  rabbi 

He  took  out  everything,  observed  it  exacdy,  the  beautiful  lingerie,  the  expensive 
suits,  the  silk  clothes,  the  expensive  fiir  hats  and  shoes,  the  gold  watch  and 
chain,  which  was  stil  a barmitzvah  gift  and  many  other  valuables. 

‘Is  that  all?” 

“Everything  that  belongs  to  my  dear  Salmanleb  except  the  shirt  he  is  wearing  in 
bed.” 

“ So  go  home,  tmst  God  and  he  will  help  you.” 

While  the  mother  was  with  the  rabbi,  the  father  had  hurried  to  the  suffering 
child.  The  aide  sat  alone  by  the  bed,  saying  the  patient  was  asleep. 

The  father  sent  her  away. 

He  went  up  to  the  bed,  looked  at  his  son  who  had  a high  fever,  and  then  he  sat 
down  and  started  to  pray  quietly  in  a large  book.  It  was  more  and  more  difficult 
to  hold  back  sobs..  But  when  he  read  Psalm  119  and  put  together  the  initial 
letters  of  the  verses  with  the  name  of  his  son,  to  get  well,  he  sat  crying  for  a 
long  time  by  the  bed. 

The  Jewish  father  loves  his  child  with  the  same  tenderness  as  the  Jewish 
mother,  but  he  does  not  show  it  to  the  child.  He  wants  to  raise  his  child  to 
become  a fine  human  being  and  he  knows  that  giving  in  to  childish  moods  is  a 
disadvantage  later.  But  the  tme  love  of  child  is  buried  under  the  stricmess 
Because  the  Jewish  father  wants  only  the  best  for  his  child  , he  raises  him  to 
duty  and  obedience  and  his  love  only  surfaces  totally  when  he  sees  his  child 
suffer  or  helpless.  The  Jewish  father’s  love,  otherwise  hidden,  becomes  a hot, 
gjowing  stream  when  his  child  is  in  danger. 


around  him.  Quacks  came.  Psalms  were  prayed  in  all  Synagogues,  Brody  had 
thirty!  One  learned  Talmud  passages  for  recovery  of  the  sick  — but  the  young 
man  continued  in  fevered  heat  and  the  old  people  said  one  should  get  blood 
leeches,  it  might  be  a head  typhus. 

A young  doctor  of  the  Vienna  school,  who  had  just  settled  in  the  place, 
recognized  that  it  was  a brain  fever.  The  good  Jewish  mother  did  not  ask  what 
kind  of  disease,  she  only  knew  her  child  was  in  danger  to  survive  and  she 
thought  of  the  “Evil  Look”  according  to  old  custom. 

Among  people  there  are  many  who  hate  and  are  jealous  and  can’t  stand  to  see  a 
happy  home.  Like  the  miserable  beasts  in  the  woods,  these  devUish  creature, 
looking  dark  and  gloomy,  walk  among  peaceful  people  and  at  all  who  are  better 
off  than  they,  with  poisonous  distrust  When  a child  grows  up  well,  when  a 
business  prospers,  if  someone  is  popular,  well  liked,  honest,  efficient  and 
intelligent,  then  these  hyenas  in  human  form  spread  evil  seeds  and  through 
their  hate  and  jealousy  want  to  chase  away  everything  good  by  their  presence. 

The  good  pious  woman  hurried  to  the  synagogue  and  spoke  to  God  with  a 
heavy  heart  A strong  faith  ^ve  her  the  true  feeling  that  only  God  can  protect 
the  innocent 

Reb  Schloime  Klueger  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  his  time.  Not  only 
as  a Brody  “Maggid”  (wise  man),  but  he  had  a world  reputation  as  an 
outstanding  Talmudic  scholar.  In  Brody  today  everyone  mentions  his  name 
with  special  awe.  In  accord  with  the  teaching  of  our  wise  men,  this  scholar  did 
not  look  at  women.  At  funeral  processions,  he  did  not  allow  women  to  be  seen. 
But  when  Rabbi  Schloime  Klueger  saw  the  majestic  shape  of  Jutte  Benies 
crying,  he  called  out  to  her  instinctively  of  his  noble  heart:  “Balbost  (housewife) 
come  in  and  let  me  share  your  pain,” 

“Rebbe,”  was  the  answer,  so  cries  the  broken  heart  of  a Jewish  mother  who 
knows  her  child  is  in  danger  of  his  üfe.  She  sat  down  and  the  rabbi  let  her  cry. 
Rabbi,  my  only  child,  my  Salmonleib,  is  terribly  sick.”  The  Brody  scholar  knew 
Schloime  Sahnen,  he  had  seen  him  at  his  Talmud  studies  and  several  times  had 
a learned  disputation  (mephalpel)  with  him.  He  knew  him  as  s strong  youngster 
and  consoled  the  excited  mother. 

“God  will  help,  do  not  despair.  Bring  me  everything  belonging  to  your  child, 
EVERYTHING,  you  must  not  leave  out  anything.  Put  it  in  a trunk  and  bring  it 


The  busiest  “schadchen”  (marriage  dealer)  in  Brody,  old  Chaim,  was  a frequent 
guest  in  the  Chajes  family  who  had  many  children  but  littie  money.  The  fact 
that  Malchen  with  18  years  old  did  not  want  to  hear  of  marriage  and  constant 
negative  replies  Salmenleb  gave  her,  gave  the  practical  man  the  idea  to  unite 
these  two.  It  is  the  gift  of  experienced  people  to  find  the  right  thing  at  a given 
moment  Chaim  Schadchen  hit  the  right  thing. 

In  the  Chajes  family  had  no  objection  to  a merchant  who  stood  on  his  own 
feet,  least  of  all  Malchen.  Also  Salmenleb,  who  wondered  how  old  Chaim  could 
guess  his  thoughts,  sent  him  to  his  mother  with  the  words’”  I won’t  say  NO.” 

Chaim  Schadchen  knew  how  to  talk  to  a mother  when  the  child  did  not  say 
No.  Juette  Benies  had  not  got  over  the  hurt  and  loss  of  her  husband,  but  she 
knew  what  price  he  paid  to  leave  this  world,  and  now  she  felt  that  a strange 
creature  wanted  to  steal  her  beloved  child.  But  she  could  hardly  stop  that  as  the 
gid  was  from  a very  distinguished  house,  the  daughter  of  the  scholar  Hirsch 
Chajes  whose  essays  on  religious  philosophy  unfortunately  were  not  publicly 
published,  but  only  heard  and  distributed  among  the  small  circle  of  his 
students. 

This  feeling  of  the  mother,  that  the  girl  robbed  the  love  of  her  only  child, 
alienated  the  lonely  woman  towards  the  daughter-in-law,  who  understood  this 
feeling  as  a hostile  one.  But  when  the  young  woman  moved  into  the  house  of 
the  man  after  a splendid  wedding,  celebrations  during  which  Juette  Benies 
constandy  cried;  this  strange  tension  intensified.  The  young  husband  noticed  it 
but  though  trying  to  pacify  his  mother  and  mediate,  could  never  succeed.  Often 
one  heard  the  good  woman  say,  “ I don’t  know  my  Salmenleb  any  longer.” 

Nature  pulls  man  to  wife  whom  he  chose  and  love  of  parents  steps  back 
behind  a new  unexplainable  urge  which  also  awakes  early  in  the  wife  but 
inflames  to  a fire  which  cannot  be  put  out  when  she  has  become  a mother. 
Nature  does  not  know  a similar  feeling  like  the  love  of  a mother  for  her 
children  — and  a woman  who  fuUy  understands  the  noble  calling  of 
motherhood  and  devotes  herself  to  it  can  never  be  unfaithful  to  her  husband  as 
she  feels  as  one  with  him. 

The  first  child  in  Saknanleb’s  marriage  was  a cute  girl,  and  Juette  Benies 
dedicated  her  love  to  this  grandchild.  When  after  two  years  her  daughter-in-law 
bore  a son  named  after  her  late  husband,  Juette  was  almost  as  happy  as  before 
and  even  kissed  her  daughter-in-law,  which  she  had  not  done  after  the  kiss 
under  the  wedding  canopy. 


Juetter  Benies  awoke  to  anew  life.  She  had  to  take  care  of  two  children  all  day, 
oversee  a large  household  and  Salmanleb  only  wanted  to  eat  what  his  mother 
cooked.  That  led  to  more  bad  moods  with  the  daughter-in-law,  the  result  of  a 
contest  of  centuries  in  Jewish  homes  which  may  never  end.  Again,  there  are 
couples  where  the  husband’s  mother  spends  her  old  days,  and  again  the  tension 
between  the  former  and  present  housewife  erupts  which  always  has  to  end  with  ' 
the  old  woman  giving  in,  though  the  man  defends  (protects?)  his  mother,  in 
the  end  loves  his  own  wife.  The  old  mother  feels  like  a dethrones  monarch, 
where  formerly  she  commanded,  a young  regent  moved  in,  and  as  winter  has  to 
give  way  to  summer,  cold  has  to  give  way  to  warmth,  so  the  natural  result  in  the 
context  between  mother-in-law  and  daughter-in-law  is  that  she  must  win  if  she 
possesses  those  abilities  which  are  expected  by  a good  housewife.  If  she  has 
those  capabilities,  especially  the  necessary  insight,  then  she  will  get  on  well  with 
her  mother-in-law,  and  the  possibly  developing  discord  which,  like  the  nature 
appearance  of  a thunderstorm  cannot  be  quite  prevented,  and  has  to  break  out 
now  and  then,  to  know  how  to  make  it  harmless  through  intelligence  and 
diversion. 

Fate  disposed  that  Juette  Benies  gradually  pulled  the  regimentation  of  the 
household  to  herself.  The  business,  trying  to  oblige  every  taste,  made  total 
demands  on  the  young  couple.  Salmanleb  no  longer  bought  from  patterns  sent 
by  Viennese  and  Bruenner  department  stores,  but  visited  markets  and  fairs  to 
bring  much  that  was  new  and  useful  to  Brody  while  his  young  wife  oversaw  the 
selling  and  cash  business.  As  the  marriage  was  happy  and  blessed  richly  with 
children,  the  grandmother  had  a lot  of  work  at  home.  The  children,  who  were 
never  hit  by  the  grandmother,  did  not  want  to  know  anything  of  their  mother, 
because  she  made  the  children  feel  her  nervousness  from  her  business  life  at 
the  home  and  intimidated  the  little  ones.  Juette,  quiet,  in  her  40s,  found  the 
love  of  her  grandchildren  a substitute  for  all  her  grief  and  suffering  during  the 
years.  But  the  ability  of  this  noble  woman  was  not  only  effective  in  the  house 
but  could  be  felt  direcdy  in  the  business  as  she  enquired  of  Salmanleb  about 
everything  — and  there  were  many  difficulties  to  solve,  to  turn  away  many 
worries,  so  he  asked  for  his  mother’s  advice,  who  always  knew  the  right  thing 
to  do,  gave  him  practical  tips  and  was  grateful  and  happy  for  her  child’s  trust. 

Since  the  death  of  her  beloved  husband  and  more  often  later,  Juette  Benies 
looked  for  a field  in  which  her  piousness  had  rich  opportunity  to  activate  her 
good  noble  heart.  She  went  to  the  poor  in  their  damp  homes  and  visited  the 
sick.  There  was  hardly  any  unhappy  or  suffering  person  in  town  of  whom 
Juette  did  not  know.  Where  she  appeared,  she  gave  with  full  hands,  cooked  for 


them  daily  wann  soups  and  other  nourishing  dishes  which  she  carried  herself 
afternoons,  disappeared  quickly,  not  listening  to  the  blessings  and  thank-yous 
called  after  her.  The  more  she  could  heal  and  Kghten  poverty,  the  more 
encouragement  she  found  in  further  quiet  good  deeds. 

On  Friday,  Juette  was  very  busy.  Not  only  for  her  own  household  was  cooked 
and  baked  but  she  prepared  (single  handedly)  Shabbat  breads  (challa),  fish 
soup,  desserts  for  all  her  charges,  as  on  Friday  afternoon  came  those,  forgotten 
by  luck  who  often  starved  for  days  and  fetched  the  good  things  for  the  Sabbath 
tables.  Poor  Ben  Zion  got  a soup  for  his  sick  wife,  another  got  fish  and  white 
bread,  a third  meat  and  cake,  and  so  many  others.  For  everybody  the  woman 
had  a good  word,  she  enquired  of  everyone  how  things  were  at  home,  often 
pout  money  into  people’s  pockets  and  gave  the  women  sweets  for  their 
children.  And  when  people  overwhelmed  her  with  words  of  blessing  and 
wanted  to  kiss  her  hands,  she  gently  led  them  to  the  door  and  called  “go  in 
good  health”  after  them. 

Beile,  the  Jewish  servant  girl,  helped  and  Salamleb  and  his  wife  returned  from 
work  to  bath  and  dress  for  the  Sabbath  and  the  school  helper  washed  the 
children  whom  only  better  people  could  afford  as  he  was  paid  especially  well  — 
only  after  that  did  Juette  Benies  cover  the  large  table  with  a white  table  cloth, 
put  down  the  Sabbath  candelabras,  put  the  large  chalks  next  to  them  with  an 
embroidered  silk  cloth,  to  the  right  she  put  the  wine  bottle  with  the  golden  cup 
used  for  the  Kiddush,  the  blessing  for  the  Sabbath  wine.  Above  the  large  table, 
the  artistic  hanging  lamp  was  covered  with  candles  and  lit  up  the  el^;ant  parlor 
where  the  housewife  at  the  beginning  of  the  evening  stood  in  her  beautiful 
Sabbath  gown,  lit  the  candles  and  then  said  a prayer  while  covering  her  face 
with  both  hands  and  spoke  the  evening  prayers  in  the  large  prayer  book. 

Juette  Benies  only  visited  the  synagogue  on  Saturdays,  on  Friday  evening  she 
stayed  home  and  prepared  every  thing.  When  everybody  returned  from  the  big 
synagogue,  Salmanleb  blessed  the  children  according  to  the  old  Jewish  custom, 
said  the  “Shalom  Aleichem  and  sang  the  Kiddush  in  traditional  tones  to  bless 
the  wine.  Until  then  one  saw  the  old  woman  go  back  and  forth,  she  knew  what 
everyone  liked  to  eat  During  the  kiddush  she  stood  by  the  table  with  aU  the 
others,  said  “amen”  and  was  the  first  to  drink  the  wine.  Then  all  the  others 
followed  according  to  age.  After  washing  hands  one  sat  down  and  got  a piece 
of  chaUah  from  the  man  of  the  house.  Old  Juette  never  sat  at  the  table.  WTien 
all  the  food  was  served,  and  the  servants  had  eaten,  then  she  took  the  rest  for 
herself  and  quiedy  ate  it  in  the  kitchen.  She  wanted  it  that  way  and  nobody 


could  keep  her  from  it  Was  it  the  daughter-in-law^s  wish  not  to  be  observed 
(?)  or  is  it  a habit  of  old  women  to  prefer  to  eat  alone  to  then  be  able  to  say 
they  hardly  ate  anything  aU  day  so  that  her  presence  should  not  be  a burden  to 
others?  During  the  table  prayer  she  sat  again  at  the  lower  table  opposite  her  son 
and  prayed  with  the  table  company  where  often  “Orchim”  (poor  people) 
passing  through,  ate  and  pleaded  for  God’s  blessing  for  the  entire  house. 

On  Friday  eveiything  was  prepared  in  the  kitchen  for  Saturday.  In  large  stone 
vessels  everything  fluid  (?)  and  in  casseroles  everything  was  kept  in  a large 
oven  to  take  out  on  Sabbath  hot  and  fragrant.  In  the  morning  there  was  warm 
coffee  with  crunchy  butter  dough  with  onions,  the  children  always  fought 
who’d  have  more.  Saturday  noon  one  ate  an  appetbser,  usually  fish  or  chopped 
liver,  then  barley  soup,  various  kinds  of  meats,  compote,  “Kugel”  so  sweet  and 
good  that  all  said  it’s  still  smelling.  Finally  (?)  baked  goods  and  fruit.  Sabbath 
fruit,  came  to  the  table  which  the  children  looked  forward  to  all  week.  The 
grandmother  had  her  own  hiding  place  from  where  the  children,  when  they 
went  for  a Sabbath  walk,  got  a paper  bag  filled  with  sweet  toothed  dainties.  No 
wonder  that  the  grandchildren  felt  closer  to  their  grandmother  than  their 
mother  who  was  at  the  business  the  whole  week  till  late  in  the  evening,  and 
when  she  came  home  once  in  a while  she  became  angry  and  excited  about  the 
least  noise  the  children  made.  The  children  suffered  especially  under  their 
father’s  stricmess  who  beat  them  not  rarely  with  a leather  strap  (Kantschuk?) 
either  when  bad  news  came  from  the  Cheder  or  neighbors  who  complained 
about  them  out  of  ill  wiU.  At  such  an  occasion  it  was  the  good  grandmother 
who  tried  to  protect  the  little  ones  from  beatings  and  when  she  could  not  calm 
down  Salmanleb,  and  the  leather  strap  fell  on  the  tender  little  bodies,  she  cried 
with  the  children  and  gave  them  the  best  sweets  she  had  kept  for  that  purpose. 

The  few  hours  on  Saturday  afternoon  were  Juette  Benie’s  only  ones  where  she 
belonged  to  herself.  Then  she  laid  down  on  the  old  leather  sofa  in  the  dining 
room  for  a litde  afternoon  nap,  then  she  received  visits  of  several  old  women 
who  read  with  her  the  weekly  portion  of  the  (Gemara?)  the  psalms  for  the 
Sabbath  together  the  afternoon  prayer  and  in  winter  psalms  104, 120  to  134. 

In  summer  the  beautiful  wisdom  of  the  fathers.  Afterward  Juette  served  her 
guests  a little  snack  she  had  put  aside  as  the  third  Sabbath  meal.  After  their 
prayers  the  women  sat  on  a bench  in  front  of  the  house  door  where  neighbors 
and  passersby  came  to  greet  the  all-beloved  venerable  housewife  and  to  teU  her 
of  their  concerns.  She  does  not  permit  bad  words  about  others  and  turned 
away  gossip  at  once.  The  good  woman  had  a good  word  for  everyone  who 
brought  her  a request,  gave  them  a word  of  encouragement,  good  advice  or 


promised  her  help.  So  she  offered  audiences  out  of  doors  until  dawn  when  she 
said  good  bye  to  her  circle. 

When  she  could  see  three  stars  in  the  sky,  Juette  Beies  sent  the  greeting  ‘‘God 
of  Abraham”  to  the  ending  of  the  Sabbath.  “God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob! 
Protect  your  nation  of  Israel  When  holy  Sabbath  goes  away  the  week,  month 
and  year  comes  to  us  with  health,  life,  riches  and  honor  with  god  news  and 
active  help,  with  aU  good  success  - in  eternity.  Amen. 

Prophet  Elijah  should  be  with  us  in  our  house 
All  evil  should  get  out,  all  goodness  into  us. 

We  should  be  happy  and  healthy 

Amen,  Amen  may  it  become  true 

that  the  Messiah,  son  of  David,  will  come  this  year. 

This  was  said  three  times. 

When  Salmenleb  came  out  of  the  bath  house  everything  was  prepared  for 
Havdalah  — the  exit  of  the  Sabbath.  One  greeted  one  another  wiÄ  “good 
week”  and  the  man  of  the  house  said  the  blessing  over  the  wine,  the  spices  and 
the  light  symboli2ed  by  a tall  braided  wax  candle  which  the  youngest  in  the 
house  had  to  hold  high.  Finally  the  wax  candle  was  extinguishes  by  pouring 
wine,  and  the  adults  took  some  of  the  overflowing  wine  into  their  pockets, 
which  is  supposed  to  bring  fortune  according  to  old  tradition. 

After  Salmenleb  sang  the  “Hamawdil”  ? (at  the  end  of  the  Sabbath)  he  went  to 
business  with  his  wife  while  everyday  the  Ufe  with  worry  began  a^iin.  So  it 
went  in  all  pious  Jewish  houses  throughout  weeks,  months,  years,  without  rest 
or  visits  to  baths.  Life  was  simpler,  unpretentious. 

Meanwhile,  the  oldest  grandchild,  beautiful  Sophie,  had  grown  up  and  was 
already  a steady  coworker  with  the  old  woman.  She  did  attend  a literature  hour 
as  it  was  customary  in  better  homes  at  the  time,  but  she  was  active  in  all 
branches  of  housekeeping.  When  many  marriage  counselors  (Schadchanim) 
overran  the  house  and  suggested  matches  with  the  sons  of  rich  merchants, 
Juette  meant:  ” We  have  enough  money,  we  need  a scholar,  a pious  brave 
young  man,  in  short  a “Juecheskind”  (child  of  an  elegant  home).  And  when 
the  grandson  of  the  Grabowitzer  Rabbi,  the  son  of  the  great  scholar  Moses 
Isacher  of  Lemberg  was  suggested,  both  children,  they  were  hardly  18  years 
old,  liked  each  other,  the  old  woman  had  a happy  hour  again,  and  at  the 
engagement  of  the  young  couple,  the  “Tnvim”  (?)  where  a beautiful  plate  was 


smashed  into  broken  pieces,  to  remind  the  fragility  of  luck  one  saw  the  noble 
face  of  the  still  beautiful  woman  glow  with  joy,  for  now  she  seemed  to  win  a 
new  substance. 

The  wedding  of  the  beautiful  granddaughter  became  a true  festival  of  joy  and 
lasted  three  full  days.  Everybody  walked  towards  the  marriage  canopy  under 
the  free  sky,  everyone  wanted  to  see  the  beautiful  bride  and  the  handsome 
bridegroom,  dressed  in  white.  Everybody  wanted  to  help  to  hold  the  canopy 
and  watch  how  the  bridegroom  broke  a glass  with  a shoe  heel  — also  a warning 
to  fragile  luck.  Then  everyone  walked  towards  the  windows  and  looked  into  the 
lit  up  rooms  filled  with  guests,  where  wonderful  dainty  tidbits  were  on  tables 
and  where  the  playing  by  the  known  Czortkover  musicians  enticed  to  jubilation 
and  dance  and  the  famous  “MarshaHk”  (the  buffoon  who  made  rhymes  and 
kept  the  happy  mood)  recited  his  witty  clever  rhymes. 

This  was  the  highest  joy  in  the  life  of  Jiette,  and  by  extreme  happiness  she  is  to 
even  have  danced  a “Kosak”  ( a very  popular  national  dance)  in  her  youth  she 
had  mastered  it  She  no  longer  lived  to  see  the  wedding  of  the  second 
grandchild.  The  grandson  who  now  lived  in  the  house  was  Jutte’s  darling.  She 
kept  all  good  things  for  her  ‘Mottinju’  as  she  called  him  and  when  the  young 
pair  got  a daughter,  Juette  Betties  could  rock  a great-grandchild  on  her  lap 
which  meant  the  attainment  of  heavenly  happiness.  At  the  birth  of  tltis  child 
(first  day  of  Shavuot)  the  noble  woman,  in  her  excitement , burned  the 
marvelous  doughnuts.  AH  joy  has  also  its  seamy  side. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1880  free  trade  with  the  city  of  Brody  W2is  lifted 
and  the  Brody  merchants  decided  to  get  their  wares  directly  from  Vienna. 
Salmenleb  was  chosen  as  the  most  reliable  and  experienced  man  who  would 
represent  the  trade  interests  best  in  Vienna,  He  accepted  this  confidential  job 
tied  to  a nice  income  and  immediately  transferred  his  steady  residence  to 
Vienna  while  the  family  stayed  n Brody., 

Juette  Betties  clung  to  her  child  like  every  mother  and  even  if  Salmenleb  was 
already  a grandfather  he  was  HER  Salmenleb,  and  she  was  especially  happy  if 
she  could  see  him  every  day  and  read  in  his  expressions  if  he  felt  down  or  was 
excited,  and  more  than  once  she  wiped  a cloud  of  anger  with  gentle  hand,  she 
participated  with  his  business  worries,  she  daily  put  god  food  on  his  table,  she 
nursed  him  when  he  was  sick  in  bed  — but  who  will  take  care  of  her  Salmenleb 
in  Vienna?  Mothers  are  like  chickens  who  have  brooded  over  duck  e^s,  in 
spite  of  danger  the  ducks  swim  into  the  stream. 


Salmenleb  drove  to  Vienna,  everybody  accompanied  him  to  the  train  and  Juette 
gave  him  her  blessing.  ‘*When  I lie  in  my  death  bed  I still  want  to  see  you,”  she 
said  crying,  and  Salmenleb  calmed  her  down  with  the  words:  ‘I  won’t  stay  in 
Vienna  for  ever.”  At  that  time  he  could  not  foresee  that  he  would  find  his 
grave  30  years  later  in  Vienna. 

In  the  last  years  of  her  life,  Juette  Benies  suffered  greatly  because  her  beloved 
only  child  lived  alone  in  Vienna.  In  that  Vienna,  as  the  Chassidim  say,  even  the 
stones  are  trefe,  and  Jews  wear  no  beard  and  payes,  but  Christian  clothes  and 
have  adopted  Christian  customs.  The  daughter-in-law  was  very  busy  now,  to 
conduct  the  business  by  herself  and  Juette  ruled  the  home,  but  when  she  went 
to  bed  at  night  and  Salmenleb  did  not  come  to  say  good  night,  she  often  cried 
bitterly  through  the  night 

Salmenleb  came  to  Brody  3 time  a year;  Easter,  Whitson  and  fall  holidays.  The 
he  was  expected  by  all  the  employes  at  the  train,  he  bought  a gift  for  everyone 
from  the  imperial  city  and  tiien,  admired  by  everyone,  he  told  the  inquisitive 
visitors  again  and  again  how  in  Vienna  cars  run  on  rails,  that  ships  run  in  the 
water  through  the  middle  of  town,  that  at  night  in  all  alleys  the  lanterns  bum 
without  petroleum  or  wick,  but  that  one  saw  as  many  people  as  at  a fair  in 
Brody. 

At  the  anxious  question  of  the  old  mother  whether  there  were  any  pious  Jews 
in  Vienna,  Salmenlab  could  reply  that  there  were  not  only  strict  kosher  inns, 
but  Jews  with  payes  could  be  found,  who  in  Vienna  every  month  at  12  o’clock 
at  night  in  open  streets  recite  the  midnight  prayer.  Juette  Benies  listened 
absorbed,  looked  up  at  Salmenleb  and  did  not  notice  that  he  had  hidden  his 
hair  behind  the  ears  and  that  he  looked  at  all  the  food  as  thought  the  Polish 
dishes  did  not  appeal  to  him  any  longer. 

The  few  days  passed  rapidly,  but  later  the  old  woman  had  to  put  up  with  the 
fact  that  her  only  child  only  came  home  twice  a year  because  such  a long  trip, 
because  of  both  Shavuot  days,  did  not  really  stand  for  it.  But  the  absence  of  her 
child  hurt  the  mother  very  much.  But  the  good  woman  had  her  beloved  son 
almost  14  days  during  Passover.  She  did  not  show  her  great  inward  joy 
outwardly.  Since  her  husband’s  death  Juette  Benies  always  had  a serious 
expression  on  her  face  and  when  she  was  annoyed  by  some  action  of  her 
daughter-in-law  one  could  not  notice  it.  Quietly  she  followed  her  daily  chores, 
and  only  a nervous  twitch  of  her  facial  muscles  betrayed  her  spiritual  unease. 
But  when  Salmenleb  came  home  and  complained  about  much  unpleasanmess 
he  had  found,  it  was  always  the  noble  woman  who  protected  her  daughter-in- 


law.  Even  if  personally  she  was  not  enthusiastic  about  the  short  manners  of  her 
daughter-in-law,  she  never  said  a word  about  it  to  anyone.  What  goers  on  in  the 
four  walls  of  a home,  the  thoughtless  general  public  should  not  come  to  know. 
For  the  jealous  neighborhood  listened  to  every  noise  it  thought  it  heard,  and 
when  they  really  heard  something,  they  spread  it  according^.  He  who  speaks 
badly  about  their  home  harms  himself. 

In  Salmenleb’s  house  the  time  of  preparation  for  the  Passover  festival  was  full 
of  haste  and  resdessness.  The  thorough  “cleaning”  reached  across  all  possible 
places,  not  only  the  rooms  and  fumishmgs,  but  all  cabinets,  attics  and  cellars 
were  rummaged,  cleaned  and  turned  over.  All  house  employees  were  busy  all 
day,  everybody  worried  not  to  be  ready  on  time,  and  every  chometz  (leavened) 
had  to  be  removed.  Children,  who  usually  were  not  given  too  much  to  eat, 
were  forced  before  Passover  to  eat  up  every  superfluous  chometz,  not  only 
bread,  cake,  cooked  and  baked  famicaceous  foods  but  also  all  preserves.  The 
children  who  quarreled  around  aU  these  goodies  were  in  the  way  and  there  was 
much  shouting  and  scolding  with  the  little  ones  when  they  were  beaten  and 
chased  out  of  the  house,  hurried  to  the  matzo  bakery  where  they  were  allowed 
to  wipe  away  the  oven  rust  with  a goose  feather 

During  the  big  cleanup  one  had  to  take  care  of  the  matzos,  this  hard  crispy 
batter,  this  “bread  of  misery,”  was  not  brought  into  the  home  in  packages  like 
today,  but  everyone  had  to  get  their  own  flour,  had  to  knead,  roll  out  and  bake 
the  dough  and  get  the  water  for  kneading.  The  bread  had  to  last  for  8 days  and 
affluent  people  baked  small  soft  pieces  with  e^s  and  sugar  (egg  mazzot)  which 
the  little  ones  had  to  eat  up  a day  before  Easter,  because  for  the  8 Passover 
days  only  the  hard  mazzot  of  flour  and  water  were  allowed.  But  as  flour  is 
needed  in  the  kitchen  for  cooking  and  baking,  one  broke  the  mazzot  into 
pieces  and  created  the  wonderful  dumpliogs  for  soup. 

The  evening  before  the  first  holiday  was  spent  with  the  removal  of  the  last 
leavened  food,  as  still  today  in  all  pious  Jewish  homes.  The  housewife  put  little 
pieces  of  bread  as  symbol  of  chometz  in  all  the  comers  of  the  rooms  and  the 
man  of  the  house  walked  from  nook  to  nook  and  threw  all  the  breadcrumbs 
with  help  of  a long  goose  quill  into  a big  wooden  spoon  covered  with  a cloth. 
One  of  the  children  had  to  lig^t  a piece  of  candle  left  from  Channukah.  These 
collected  bread  pieces  were  burned  the  next  day.  At  the  same  time  the  sweet 
wine  was  pressed  from  the  raisins  and  distributed  to  the  children  to  nibble. 


The  day  before  the  first  Seder  is  one  of  the  busiest  in  the  life  of  a housewife. 
Chometz  can  still  be  eaten  till  9 am,  but  then  all  dishes  used  for  eating  drinking, 
cooking  and  bakery  were  brought  to  the  attic  and  different  dishes  for  the  8 days 
of  Passover  were  brought  down.  All  silver  and  wood  items  had  to  made  kosher, 
the  oven  was  heated  and  rubbed  with  sand.  That  was  Salmenleb’s  own  job,  he 
wanted  to  observe  Passover  in  his  home  according  to  the  rules  impeccably.  He 
held  the  two  Seder  evenings  in  festive  splendor,  surrounded  by  all  house 
companions 

The  first  two  Seder  evenings  present  the  most  beautiful,  most  glorious,  the 
most  marvelous  time  in  the  life  of  a Jewish  family.  It  is  the  most  moving 
picture  which  has  anyone  with  a feeHng  in  their  body  must  admire  it  when  all 
the  family  members  from  near  and  far  come  together  to  sit  during  both 
evenings  at  the  festive  table  in  the  lit  up  (illuminated)  room  to  read  the 
wonderful  story  of  the  Exodus  from  Egypt  and  to  sing. 

This  hour  when  one  invites  all  the  needy,  when  the  youngest  asks  the 
significant  question:  why  is  this  night  different  from  all  other  nights,  and  where 
as  an  answer  the  historic  events  are  simply  told:  “ We  were  Pharaoh’s  slaves  in 
Egypt”  — this  hour  is  of  such  inner  force  and  meaning  that  its  impact  is  thrilling 
and  inextinguishable  again  and  again.  In  these  two  evenings  the  greamess  of  the 
singular  God  is  revealed  to  Judaism,  a God  who  gave  sunny  freedom  to  a 
people  in  servitude.  It  is  the  glowing  gratitude  which  resounds  in  every  word  in 
the  prayer  book  an  becomes  fully  expressed  at  the  beginning  of  spring  and  new 
life  through  the  month  of  the  individual  family  and  so  the  entire  Jewish  people. 
In  every  litde  bit  on  the  Seder  table,  the  boiled  egg,  the  bitter  herbs  , the 
charoset,  the  meat  and  the  salt  water,  lie  important  symbols  of  Jewish  history 
and  Jewish  life,  and  the  4 cups  of  wine  which  are  drunk  at  different  points  of 
the  tale  are  cups  of  healing,  luck,  blessing  and  redemption.  The  final  call  at 
Seder  evening  resounds  in  the  never  extinguished  hope  and  the  sure  confidence 
towards  a happy  restoration  of  a Jewish  home: 

“Next  year  in  Jerusalem!” 

At  the  Seder  Salmenleb  always  sat  dressed  in  a white  frock  (kittel)  — all, 
children,  wife,  guests  sang  along  the  lively  melodies  and  Juette  Benies  was  the 
most  majestic  figure  of  the  house  on  those  evenings.  After  a custom  which 
served  to  cheer  up  the  children,  one  used  to  hide  the  Afikomen  (matza)and  the 
child  which  brought  back  the  hidden  matza  got  a present  A custom  which  has 
been  forgotten  today. 


II 


After  the  eight  Passover  days  the  new  dishes  were  returned  to  the  attic,  the  old 
dishes  came  down,  life  went  on  as  usual  and  Salmenleb  returned  to  Vienna. 
When  he  returned  after  half  a year  in  the  fall,  he  mostly  stayed  for  the  Day  of 
Atonement  as  holidays  stretched  for  3 weeks  with  interruptions.  During  the 
holiday  services  Salmenleb  sat  at  the  ancestral  seat  among  the  Chasidim,  his 
wife  had  a bench  for  herself  and  her  daughter  in  the  women’s  division  while 
Juette  Benies  had  the  inherited  seat  in  the  old  “schul.” 

At  new  Years  one  did  not  send  cards  but  wishes  one  well,  shaking  hands.  The 
days  before  Yom  Kippur  Juette  had  to  take  care  of  the  chicken,  every  man 
received  a rooster,  every  female  member  of  the  family  a hen  which  counted  as 
scapegoats.  The  day  before  Yom  Kippur  wax  candles  were  braided  which  had 
to  bum  all  night  in  the  house  of  prayer  in  memory  of  the  dead.  Before  visiting 
the  service  on  the  evening  of  Yom  Kippur  (Kol  Nidre)  family  members  begged 
for  for^veness  among  tears  and  wished  each  other  “to  pray  for  all  good 
things.”  At  Yom  Kippur  one  fasted  and  prayed  till  dawn  — like  still  today  — and 
on  that  day  Juette  Benies  did  not  leave  the  synagogue  for  a moment.  After 
trumpets  sound,  at  the  end  of  fasting,  a festive  meal  was  had.  Between  Yom 
Kippur  and  Sukkot  the  Sukkah  was  built.  Salmenleb  had  a ready  made  one  in 
his  house  and  used  to  lay  pine  branches  on  the  open  roof  so  that  the  sky  shone 
through,  while  the  children  decorated  inside  with  colorful  paper  chains,  hollow 
pumpkins  and  golden  nuts.  For  8 days  one  ate  in  the  Sukkah  (tabernacle).  At 
the  last  of  the  fall  festivals,  Simcha  Torah,  all  the  children  walked  with  flags 
during  the  procession  with  the  torah  scrolls  in  the  synagogue  and  were  given 
apples  and  nuts.  The  Chasidim  danced  late  through  the  night. 

During  the  absence  of  the  man  of  the  house  the  grandson  Mottinju  was  the 
idol  of  the  noble  woman.  He  had  to  do  kiddush  and  Havdalah,  he  sang  Sholem 
Aleichem  Friday  evenings,  the  semirot  (?)  at  the  Sabbath  table,  he  arranged  the 
Succah  andl  it  the  Chanuka  lights  during  eight  days.  He  had  a nice  job  in  the 
direction  of  a money  institute,  his  wife  had  bom  him  3 children  and  he  lived  in 
a large  apartment  near  the  market  place.  But  Juette  had  to  have  all  her  children 
around  the  table  otherwise  she  had  no  Shabbat  or  joy.  Gradually  she  had  to 
give  this  up  too.  It  was  not  given  to  her  to  spend  the  days  of  her  age  in 
contentment,  for  fate  disposed  that  beside  her  only  son  the  remaining  adult 
men  left  the  house,  so  that  she  began  to  feel  most  lonely. 

In  the  seventies  a strong  movement  started  among  Jewish  youth  that  brought 
about  that  Talmudic  studies  were  not  considered  the  only  purpose  in  life. 
Young  people  in  the  Galician  towns  took  off  the  antiquated  clothing  and 
drifted  towards  worldly  studies.  Brody  had  a German  Gymnasium  and  a young 


reform  Head  had  a strong  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  young  people.  He 
went  so  far  to  introduce  his  own  service  according  to  the  German  model  where 
he  preached  himself.  In  time  soon  there  were  many  homes  cooking  and 
smoking,  paying  money  and  driving  on  Sabbath  were  no  longer  considered  a 
crime  worthy  of  death  . But  he  loved  Judaism  passionately  and  many  of  his 
students  turned  to  the  Rabbinate,  others  became  prefighters  (?)for  Zionism. 
Perhaps  it  was  necessary  that  a milder  direction  was  held  against  the  strict  outer  ' 
and  inner  moral  obligations  so  that  the  youthful  spirit  by  nature  free  and 
unbound  Judaism  would  remain  in  a new  not  damaging  form  But  these  efforts 
by  Professor  Her2l  who  had  founded  the  new  Jewish  school  with  German 
language  was  looked  at  as  heretical  by  the  pious  and  they  cursed  and  banned 
him. 

In  Galicia  and  all  related  lands  Jews  of  strict  faith  resent  all  changes  which 
disturb  what  they  are  used  to.  The  old  discipline  of  tradition  continued  to  be 
taught  as  holy  in  the  family  . Young  people  have  to  study  Talmud  like  a 
hundred  years  ago  and  a daughter  has  to  marry  into  a house  where  the  ancient 
unworldly  customs  rule.  Finally  after  a life  striving  for  a Rabbinate  or  a 
business,  but  avoid  the  commotion  of  the  big  world  as  dangerous  and  not 
good  for  the  souL  The  world  does  not  stand  still  and  it  does  not  hurt  Judaism  if 
one  smoothes  the  path  into  the  wild  and  difficult  fields  of  life  on  time  than  if  as 
adults  helpless  and  perplexed  and  inexperienced  they  face  the  hard  fight  for 
existence.  And  no  Jew  is  spared  that  struggle 

Sticking  to  traditional  custom,  Salmenleb  would  not  have  permitted  his 
children  to  attend  a gymnasium  but  he  was  in  Vienna  and  could  not  exercise  his 
customary  authority.  And  so  it  happened  that  the  sons  and  grandson  entered 
the  middle  school.  With  youthful  ambition  they  took  up  the  fight  against 
prejudice  — but  not  all  reached  that  goal  The  grandson  became  editor  of  a big 
newspaper  in  Cracow  and  of  his  sons  only  the  third  completes  his  studies  and 
went  to  the  rabbinic  high  school  in  Breslau  where  famous  people  like  Graetz 
were  his  teachers.  Other  sons  left  their  studies  suddenly  without  reason  and 
their  house  for  good.  Here  the  old  saying  holds  true  that  bad  company  spoils 
good  customs.  Too  late  young  people  realized  bitterly  that  their  parents  were 
the  only  good  friends  they  had,  or  they  learned  life  at  work  and  feel  that  only 
sour(?)  weeks  can  bring  “glad  feasts.”  So  Salmenleb’s  second  son  plagued(?) 
for  years  in  the  new  world  till  he  could  find  a good  job,  but  died  early,  leaving 
his  wife  and  three  children  behind.  In  time  Salmenleb’s  house  only  the  female 
members  and  youngest  son  stayed  behind,  but  the  youngest  son  strove  already 
to  follow  his  brother  across  the  ocean.  Added  to  he  mental  sorrows,  the  work 
in  the  housekeeping , the  excitement  over  the  absence  of  her  beloved  son. 


whose  leading  hand  was  missing  in  the  house,  furthermore  the  strained 
relationship  between  her  and  her  daughter-in-law  who  had  taken  her  old 
mother  into  the  home  — all  this  was  for  the  resdess  woman  too  hard  an  ordeal. 
Her  nerves  and  organism  suddenly  stopped  one  day,  after  long  wok,  Juetter 
Benies  lost  her  strength. 

On  a cold  march  day,  she  who  had  never  been  seriously  sick,  could  no  longer 
leave  her  bed  and  old  Doctor  Schornstein,  who  had  saved  Saknenleb’s  life 
years  ago,  was  called.  He  examined  the  old  woman,  then  he  went  into  the  next 
room  with  the  daughter-in-law  and  said  that  the  disease  was  absolutely  deadly. 

A machine  has  to  rest  sometime  but  if  it  is  running  forever,  it  is  used 
up  and  stops  forever.”  The  decline  of  strength  foretold  a near  end  and  the 
doctor  explained  that  if  the  only  child  were  called  to  the  deathbed  at  once,  it 
would  have  to  be  immediately  as  the  danger  existed  that  the  son  would  no 
longer  meet  his  mother  alive.  The  daughter-in-law  knew  that  a trip  from 
Vienna  to  Brody  on  cold  snowy  days  would  be  very  difficult,  also  the  great 
Spring  Fair  was  due  and  leaving  Vienna  at  this  time  would  be  a disadvantage. 

So  she  preferred  not  to  tell  the  only  son  of  his  mother’s  sickness.  The  old 
woman  calmed  her  about  her  condition  (?)  Juette  Benies  took  it  all  lisdessly  and 
said  not  a word  to  anyone.  For  a while  she  lay  quiedy  in  the  bed  of  the 
daughter-in-law  but  she  suddenly  got  up  from  the  soft  bed,  sneaked  into  her 
room  and  let  the  maid  make  the  bed  on  the  wide  leather  chair  on  which  she 
had  always  slept.  “I  want  to  die  in  my  bed,”  she  said.  Nobody  dared  to  say 
anything.  The  a high  fever  started  , she  only  drank  a litde  water  and  asked  to 
fetch  an  old  woman  so  that  she  could  confess  her  sins.  She  took  it  for  granted 
that  a telegram  would  be  sent  to  her  only  son.  But  who  could  do  it  as  the 
daughter-in-law  did  not  want?  Mottinju  was  in  Cracow  and  the  oldest  grandson 
Jossali  sat  in  the  yeshiva  of  the  wonder  rabbi  of  Bel2,  the  second  grandson  lived 
in  America,  the  third  studied  in  Bresalu  and  the  granddaughters  did  not  dare 
speak  against  their  mother.  Nobody  wanted  to  believe  that  the  sickness  was  so 
dangerous  as  the  iron  nature  of  the  grandmother  was  known.  On  the  third  day 
of  the  sickness,  the  day  of  fasting(?)  one  saw  the  waning  of  the  life  force  and 
in  all  synagogues  Psalms  were  prayed  for  the  recovery  of  the  old  woman.  On 
Friday  she  kept  her  consciousness  hoping  to  see  her  beloved  child  before 
dying.  Every  time  a door  opened  she  looked  in  the  expectation  that  her 
Salmenleb  would  come  to  make  her  death  easier.  When  the  March  son  went 
down  and  the  Sabbath  started,  the  room  was  filled  with  people  who  wanted  to 
see  her  before  going  to  evening  prayers.  She  lay  very  stiU,  her  eyes  toward  the 
ceiling) 


Only  God  knows  what  the  poor  woman  must  have  thought  about  her  dying 
hour.  But  one  thing  is  sure,  that  in  this  serious  moment  the  whole  woe  of  a 
loving  mother  broke  down  the  bitter  heart  because  her  only  child  to  whom  she 
sacrificed  her  youth  and  her  love  that  her  beloved  Salmenleb  did  not  stand  at 
her  deathbed  to  say  goodbye  to  her  and  close  her  eyes.  She  saw  a tall  man  with 
a long  brown  beard  and  a cylinder  (hat).  “ Is  that  you  Salmenleb,’  she  asked 
with  a breaking  voice.  “No,”  was  the  reply. 

“Then  give  me  candles  to  bum,  as  my  child  will  not  drive  on  the  Sabbath.”  She 
covered  her  face  with  both  hands,  spoke  the  blessing,  a prayer  for  her  child  and 
sank  back,  exhausted.  She  moved  no  longer,  her  eyes  closed  forever. 
Immediately  crying  and  screaming  started  from  the  room  to  the  streets.  The 
pious  called  that  one  must  not  cry  on  the  Sabbath,  but  who  could  withhold 
their  pain  when  this  good  warm  heart  had  stopped  beating. 

Widows  and  orphans,  the  poor  and  the  sick  stood  in  the  alley,  lamenting  the 
loss  of  their  protector.  Who  will  give  them  clothing  and  food  so  generously? 
Who  will  stand  by  their  bitter  plight?  For  a long  time  they  stood  sobbing  but 
snow  and  cold  pushed  them  into  their  cellar  homes.  The  majestic  figure  of 
Esches  Chajil  lay  there  quietiy,  a picture  of  grandeur  and  greatness  yet  in  death. 
Only  a sad  feature  on  her  lips,  the  last  pain  that  had  kept  away  her  only  child 
from  her  deathbed. 

That  was  the  end  of  this  noble  woman. 
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